REBELS WITHOUT APPLAUSE 

SIXTY ARRESTED IN CONFRONTATIO N WITH WYAUST/LABOUR COUNCIL, A S LEFT STA Y AWAY 

_ _ cans.. mobilising in Broughton St. 

At the beginning of 93 The James Connolly Society (JCS) sponsored a r 1 going to> 

day school on the theme ol Connollys legacy, to both revolutionary sensitive to the leelmgs those n 


I on the theme ol Connollys legacy, to Doth meonroonery 
i and revohUtonefy socialism. Prominent figures from the dvi 

-- todudkig • member of Skin Fein spoke from the plaN- 

i to the conventional publicity, posters aieo appeared 
Inviting p rotester s to come tooled up*, under thsc apttrm, *» 

BUT A »oM BNP/LoyeNst picket fifty strong was In portion * MO 
an hour end a hrt before the meeting was due to begin. And oo fi 


form. In 



_i from JCS .the- --- . 

ed that unices the Loyettst/Fssclst street presence woe confronted in 
Idnd, «te Commemoredon which had been banned again on the pretext 
of public order m *92 faced the proapacft ol the bon boooming Indefinite, 
ao the threat ol violence emending from this quarter woo not Hhsly lo j>e 
rescinded. The 600 plus s tree t fighters mob tt tos d m London ega inet me 
Bloody Sunday march added emphaeie to this scenario. People present 
also tsars aware Vint the Edinburgh march was next on the calender. 



K also to the emasculation of (Always dubious as a strategy this 
Mik-impenaliat movementm was considered well past its sen by 
preceding years, this was dale even as a ploy.) Poeetty toarfd 
the last pro-republican event mount- of the repercussions tcithemorale >tR _ 

ade«ianygars^potaniWorpop^ oolice at a road rt—> coonosy sooury .> yofW i twrmye *> wet* * 

iar support; the only march, frankly victim of therr own strong-arm tactic police at a roao (e^) riaMSii ^ poaw 

speaking, actually worth defending. Loyalists, switched the emphasis m block on the out- -— 

The oonaenaus reached was thm any propaganda from toe potential tor vto- * kK ^_^ e 
future ban had to be greeted by lence of its own supporters, to the perfunctory search 
•omething more substantial than the aleged notoriety of tie cdnmdTjxa- 
traditional demeanour of long suffer- tion's sponsors i.e.the CCS (Hibs 
mg oomplanoe. So, as a chalenge to casuals) and of course Rod Action It 
the loyalist veto and the anticipated was 
lurttcal ban. the JCS Issued the cal 
tor a national mobdsation. The alter 


genes to be cor 
rect and also that 
the coach, apart 
from the driver. 


also taken into account by the 
organisers that, pre-ban. the 

_ Loyalist/BNP coalition would repre- 

ntike to Ms course of action js pro- sent the official opposition, post-ban empty I So In a fit 
posed by the Scottish Republican tie rde wodd be Med by the pdtoa. of piie the driver 
— — — »- *-»-•— was 


Forum, was to lobby the trades 
Counoim the hope to* they (instead In 1982 the authorities sought by sto¬ 
ol the JCS) might submit the applies- I ting up road blocks to keep the 
ton torthe march, to so doing It was I Aepritcana/left out of the city can- 
hoped that by denying the inherent 


republican dimension, this might 
make the event, with regard to the 
authorities at least, more palatable. 

'A radio 


_ arrested 

Instead! Having 
surmised that the 
erstwhile occu 
pants may have 
taken evasive 


Reput*c*ia/left out of the city can¬ 
oe and mdead out of the cNy By and 

large s straightforward and successful - - 

operation. By 1993 as the Insh World action using some 
reported the oporition to stop the other mode of 
march was mounted on several fronts transport a number 
■ just ss the marchers'operstion to of 
proceed was also carried out in a 


vicinity of the sta 

By 11 iOem Mtowing yet another 


autfdpf which indeed diverss faahion m . The "organisers cion of conspiracy 
message r ...wnicn game ot cat and mouse with to cause a breach 

was regarded with initial the police" according to the Herald, of tie peace'm the 
scepticism , insisted that 
lightings confirmed 
"hundreds of republi- 
cans....mobilising in 
Broughton SL. going for 
it in a serious way..” 


CAMPAIGN TO EXPOSE 
STATE CONSPIRACY 



The Sunday Mali aocount, conveyed 

sometwig ol the flavour of the ‘Stasi’---. 

style operation. "Police in Edinburgh round up d suspects', toe pdtoa con- 
yesterday swooped on suspected vfnoed themsefvee that they had cap- 
ringleaders ot *) outlawed republican turad the ’bulk of them . 
march Thirteen men mainly from Nevertheless, large sections of 

London wore held at dawn aher err*- Edinburgh, to the vislbto disgruntle- 

Ing by train at Waverty Station' Tha merit of traders, were stW staked out 
story was not entirely accurate. A by police Plainclothes officers were 

London coach suspected of carrying much in evidence, many loitering in — ----- —- - - - 

AFA/RA persormelwas stopped by tie vicinity of the bars they expected confirmed hundreds ot repubh■ 


might be used as pre-assembly points 
tor the raly in the Grassmarket sched¬ 
uled for 2pm At noon precisely they 
c*ne to realise that perhaps set-con¬ 
gratulation was a mite premature A 
radio message, which to pofcce listen¬ 
ing must have seemed barely credi¬ 
ble, and indeed was regarded with in¬ 


going tor H m a senous way 
sensitive to the feelings of those in 
charge, the scout neglected to men¬ 
tion the contingent also contained a 
flute band in full uniform! As police 
flooded into the area, the marchers, 
who had already formed up. then 
moved ofl initially brushing aside 
hastily formed policelines, before 
being unceremoniously scattered by 
the police on horses Later in the day 
there were further arrests after skir¬ 
mishing between march supporters 
and a large body of squaddies drink¬ 
ing in a dty centre bar direcity oppo¬ 
site the publicised assembly point 
Suspicions of their actual motives 
were strengthened two weeks later 
by the appearance of at least two 
members of the Maclean escort, 
proudly sporting the colours, or at 
least the maroon sweat-shirts, of the 
Parachute Regiment 

f only from the pomt of view of pro¬ 
paganda. the campaign of defiance 
.was a success. While the 
Loyalists/BNP had the law on their 
side we had public opinion, but little 
else, on ours The march being legal 
forced the organisers and even the 
participants tc operaL ». a clandes¬ 
tine or semi-clandestine fashion, the 
effect on numbers is incalculable A 
story planted in the Irish Post at the 
beginning of May. which dekberately 
and falsely stated that the commemo¬ 
ration would take piaoe only with the 
permission of the authorities, was also 
responsible for confusion. Though this 
is no excuse tor those organisations 
such as the Troops Out Movement, 
the Irish Freedom Movement, Wolfe 
Tone Society, etc whose *raison 
d'etre' is anti-imperialism, who failed 
to mobise. and were unable to send 
even a single delegate. As for the 
orthodox Left, further confirmation, 
that it is now thoroughly cleansed of 
any revolutionary instinct. 
Nevertheless a line has now been 
drawn in the sand, beyond which we 
cannot be pushed They banned the 
march. We defied the ban In '92. the 
ban sparked an instinctive show of 
defiance from the JCS In '93. the 
ban anticipated.the challenge was 
political, the defiance pre-planned 
Next year.but that would be teing.. 


I 


it Is dear that the decision of the 


. Couid to ban tie James Cormoly 
Commemoration was not solely 
based on tie randngs ol toyatttf big¬ 
ots like James Q McLean of 
Concerned Citizens Against 


ol m fcmly Involved in a oonepkacy 
wti dher agencies ol tie stale and 
the toyafMs and fascists to ban toe 
CoWy march and to cd minalee Its 


The trumped-up nature of the 
charges against Jkn Staven, a lead¬ 
ing member of the James Connoly 


__’ am. Not only does Staven 

face five charges relating to events 
on 6 June, he also loose tome more 
chargee inducing two of threatening 


factored by the pottos and toyalsts. 
The intention of the stale and toe fae- 
cieti is dearly to co mpletely remove 


the militant republicans from the 
streets of Ednburgh by means ol a 
jail sentence. It is vital that the 
defence campaign around the 23 
who faoe charges raising to 5 June 
and toe other five who were alegedy 
involved in an attack upon the ultra- 
loyalist Independent Orange Order 
march two weeks later is one that 
stales dear and unequivocal support 
tor the right of Irish republicans to 
free speech and toe rttfttto march 
The cM rights of those who marched 
in Edinburgh have been flouted by 
toe stale and it is right that protests 
be made to aR of the agencies and 
pressure groups possible. however. I 
would be a nnjor mistake to beievs 
that groups toe toe Scottish Council 
tor CM Liberties wtt dskver anything 
more toan a skongly-worded letlar of 
prolsst to toe appropriate ooundl and 
government department ft is dear 
from the stale s action to attack toe 
marchers that they, toe toe fascists 


and loyalists, recognise that the issue 
will be ultimately decided on the 
streets. The decision by the JCS to 
march regardtoss of state bans was 
deo a recognition that real power lay 
in the streets and not in the council 
chamber. Therefore, the defence 
campaign, toe toe march, must have 
a dear set of pdtlicai objectives and 
a militant approach to their imple- 


There have already been some nois¬ 
es made in liberal quarters that 'pres¬ 
sure'should be applied to the Labour 
Party for somehow moving away 
from its traditions" Red Action 
believes that rattier than betraying its 
real "tradition: toe Labour Party has 
in fact remained true ton 

A ny strategy that has as Its oen- 
tral aim toe wkwng of counci¬ 
lors and Labour Party mem¬ 
bers to our point of view wi fal. That 
lent to say tost >eeeur»-oi a some¬ 
what different nature cannot be 
applied to the Labour Party. For 
example, toe members d the ooundl 
committee which ordered the ban 
have shMed the dame to toe polce. 


James G McLean and fascist threats 
Loyalists like McLean represent a 
front and a flag of convenience lor 
those who were involved m making 
the decision. Why should they be 
allowed to conduct "business as 
usuar whilst republicans are being 
tttted-up and ertminsised. Aa tong as 
the Connoly Commemoration and Ns 
supporters are the subteds of state 
bwie and harassment then so too wi 
the people who bermed the march If 
they want to align themselves with 
fascism toen they should be 'respect¬ 
ed'In the same way Every major 
Labour Party event in Scotland 
should be picketed They should nd 
be allowed to address the media 
without a demonstration d republi¬ 
cans bang there We re facing fines 
and pilings because of their deci¬ 
sions. therefore we should bring toe 
consequences d then actions bad. 
to their doorsteps 

The PTA and censorship of Sinn 
Fein through repressive legislation 
such as Seckon 31 has tts exponents 
on this side of the water also. In 
Scotland, the public order ad and 


to curtail the activities d the repubk- 
cans Just as the republican move¬ 
ment in Ireland opposes the state, its 
bans and repression, so must its sup¬ 
porters in Scotland. England and 


The James Connolly Society 
Defence Campaign was launched 
around the following demands: 


End the Loyshst/tascist veto of 
republican marches 
End Lothian Labour Council s 
collusion with loyalists and fas¬ 
cists 

Defend the right ot republicans to 
free speech and assembly 
Oppose the state frame-up ol Jim 
Slaven drop all charges now. 
Drop all charges against the 
defendants of 5 June and 19 
June 


. _ further Information and to 
make a donation to the defence 
fund (chequee/POe payable to the 
Jamee Connolly Society Welfare 
Department) writs to JCS, PO Boa 
Prestonpans, Edinburgh, 








★LETTERS^ 



SEgoe 


Dmt Red Action 

The May iaaua of the anti-fascist magazine 
Searchlight, contained a fictitious and sectarian 
attack upon Iriah republican supporters in 
Glasgow AFA. in ttw HU Street News column 
penned by ex-right winger, Ray Hill, there 
appeereo me aaegaoon ra memoers onne arw- 
faectst movement in Scottend had been beaten 
up becauee they <*d not aupport the IRA. Hi 
offered no evidence to beck up his contanbons 
otter than snide ineinuolione baaed on rumours 
which emanate from supporters of Militant and 
the now-defunct Glasgow Class War group. 
Oeapils several peat visits to Soottand where Hi 
spoke on platforms provided by the same rspiA>- 
bcane whom ha is now denouncing, he appears 
to have teemed very IMs. He bases his opinions 
on the nonaonae that is fed to him by hawing 
isbour students and ttw isftwenWeersng loyalists 
in Scottish Militant Labour (SML). 

Hi should be honeet enough to bring his attack 
on Red Action members in Glasgow AFA into the 
open rather than Ndng behind the smokescreen 
of lies that has faxweatfwr fnends have fed Nm. 
He even went as far as ctaaning that the BNP's 
success m securing a base in the staunchly loyal¬ 
ist enclave of Larkhall was due to the perception 
in this community that Its opposition to faacism 
was pro-repubkean and laid the blame at AFA's 
doorl Ray Hi has a very short memory During 
the last general election campaign the only 
groups to hold meetings in the Larkhel area ware 
the Militant front groups. Lanarkshire Against 
Racism and Fascism (LARF) and YRE At one 
meeting, in Hamilton, a leering member of the 
local Orange Order was invited to address the 
meeting and was rountfy applauded by Hi and 
Ns associates after he dstvered what oould only 
be described as H bizarre contributin' A meet¬ 
ing organised by Militant in LarkhaU a couple of 
weeks leter at which Hi was bied to speak had 
to be abandoned after threats from the BNP It 
would be more appropriate tor Hi and Ne col- 
leagues to examine thee own confused analysis 
then to start pointing the finger at otters whom 
tiey may disagree wttti pottbeatty but vto at least 
have bean consistent m their approach to loyal- 
ism ano tasosm 

Unfortunately. Hill and SeercNight appear to 
have adopted the position that loyalism and 
repubkeaniem are two aides of the same sectari¬ 
an coin. TNs is a co mpletely false analysis which 
owes more to the warped pottos of MUrient than 
to non-sectarian anti-fascism. Despite 
Seerchbghts exposure of the very real links that 
exist between Ulster Loyalist paramilitaries and 
the BNP's own peramMary wing. Cl 8 . the maga¬ 
zine still attempts to appease these allegations 
with clumsy efforts st ‘even handadnau' 


a rcp s iSfr 


Harold Covington, has IRA 
links because of Ns asao c ision vritti a guy caked 
Sean Maguire who wears a Shn Fain beaa h ai 
cap" Hardly conclusive evidence of an IRA- 
American tasciel link, is IT? 

In tie Jims isaue of Searchlight another aaids is 
made about the RAs links wtti Tar-rift groups 
on tha conttnanT Absolutely no evidence is 
offered to support this sta t ement Wry? Because 
Searchlight knows that It's not true but it serves 
some sort of perverse purpose m appeasing their 
friends in groupe Ike Militant and it mi^tt keep 
the loyalists off their backs I tiey are perceived 
as attacking boti side. Ray HM went as tar as 
caning upon in# ofgamaafi 01 imn marenes to 
Think king and hartf about having any future 
matches due to the toRsnce* ttwt ttwy cauee to 
tha host community. This analysis is baaed on 
the experience of the Bloody Sunday 
Commemoralon in London in January this year 
when 600 fascists and loyalists took to the 
streets to oppose the march. In other wads. Hi 
is proposing that the Irish in Britain should go 
underground because they are responsible for 
the tasaettoyafcst fieri lash Where does such a 
scenario stop? Are there any other ethnic com¬ 
munities that oould be construed as ttfcnahw’to 
the host community attach Ray Hi would like to 
see stop marching? Would Ray Hi, for nelance 
suggest that other minority groups keep their 
heeds down lest to provide the tar-rift with tie 
opportunity to launch a pubic c a mpaign, on say, 
the issue of immigration? This attitude from Hi is 
also consistent with the alegations and insinua¬ 
tions that he has made aganst republicans in 
Scotland He sees the Iriah, and repubkeaniem m 
particular, as the root of the problem because he 
falls to underst a nd why it should be that repubk- 
cans can so reedtty identify with the anti-fascist 
struggle. The reason a in the roots of knperiafcsm 
si Ireland and how its ngnong rower m me snaps 
of loyalism has always repre s ented the forces of 
reaction. They are lighting thee own •parocfkaT 
version of faoasm, death squads and al, every¬ 
day. there is a whole body of evidence going 
beck as tar as tie fights against tie biueohirts in 


Dear Red Acton 
Congratuiaeons on a great 
on Marx's atttuds to pot* 



BANDS ALLIANCE SOLIDARITY 


Dear Rad Action 

The Republican Bends Alliance (Scotland) 
take this opportunity to send solidarity 
greetings and thanks to our comrades In 


Both at the annual Bloody Sunday 

m a 1 1 m I mmAah ^r>H the rte ant 

uommtmofTOon m Lonoon via um rwm 

you proved that only disciplined united 
aeBon con defeat the fascists The tact that 
you wars willing to travel from London to 
tomourgn 10 siano inouiotr-io-tnouiotr 
with us In our struggle against neo4aadom 
left the real of the seceded MR, who never 
bothered to turn up, with egg on their feoee. 
To the comrades who turned up In 
Edkiburgh we give our thanks. To the com- 


466). YourartkSs 

lsswesttioutftt 


AJlhough. unkke yoursakraa, I do not sympathise 
with the HA, I My endorse you cat tor the march 
in commemoration of James Connolly in 
Edtaburyi to go ahead. It M important thwt right- 
wing elements are no< alowed to prevent tie com¬ 
memoration of tie greatest wortdngcless leader 
Ednburgh produced You do not need to M^port 
•w IRA to be worried by •» events of 30 January. 
The mobaselon of hundreds of taadats to prevent 
a protest march bodes ■ tor the stole worker's 


You are, of course, righr to ritoule tie suggee- 
ions by tie march organisers fiat 360 arrests of 
BNP members was a defeat for faacism. You 
have to be preoy numerous to have tial number 
arrested. 6 Is tot rattier than the arrests that is 


and Me of ttw Rapubkcan Movement has conais- 
lentiy Kjenimeo wnn progressive revoiuwonsry 
movements. That tradNion of rank and Re repub¬ 
lican activists support for progressive socialist 
and national movements has continued. In the 
last yew, a member of Sinn Fein's POW depart¬ 
ment has visited Germany and spoke to audi¬ 
ences largely comprising of anti-fascists. 
Smlerty, republicans from Scotland have many 
knks with anti-fascists throughout Europe as a 
result of successful campaigns against racism 
end faaaam amongst supporters of Cattle. 

Whilst an organisatton kke Red Action makes no 
apotogws for its pokbcai support for ttie IRA, it is 
mischievous and divisive to suggest that the 
enstence of republican supporters n the anb-fas- 
ctst movement is somehow unweioome First and 
foremost. AFA « about the physical and ideologi¬ 
cal co n frontation of fascism That is the bottom 
kno for anyone ato wants to join. In Scotland, as 
In ottier areas store AFA a active, we have sup¬ 
porters from various backgrounds who are pre¬ 
pared to fight together against fascism on the 
basis that there is a common enemy. The only 
elements who have issued directives to their 
members to keep their dwtance from AFA are 
the sectarian lefty groups and the loyalists It 
would be extremely unfortunate if Searchlight 
were Mao to beoome port of the campaign to Ro¬ 
tate AFA 


You fan. however, to answer ttie question: why 
con British NalkxioM groupe organise such num¬ 
bers to oppoae ttw march? 

Might It have something to do vrftti the MsnsMad 
1 HA oomotng campaign againai civilian laryauj 
over the last yew or two? 

When a cfvian poputatton is bombed I does not 
turn against as government nor sympettkae with 
those doing the bombing. Attempts by the 
Luftwaffe to demo n ise the populatton of London 
had kmitad suoooas The RAF bombing of Beriki 
was alao a moral Mtoro. If anything. they cemonl- 
ed naSonafcam and so prevented a ww of states 
turning into a ww of d a ms Skniarty. • the IRA 
as rapreeentattves of Irish Naknnalem are seen to 
be targettng the En^eh population. this Is bound 

to a-*— r - 11 - k- n,w nsalliM te Ik* Inn wfitt nl 

rosier tngiisn reaTionaiiSfn, to ma oananr w 
groups like the BNP When, on the contrary, 
r— targeted s p acB oU y againet ttie ruing 
class: Thatcher, royalty etc. they win working- 


ttie Tsw. but never advocated the use of terror 
bombing. Indeed, the very idea that he or the 
imemsttonal would even have considered tttte Is 
inc o nosMtols. In the rNd-1«h century, even the 
ruing dasees accepted ttiet the bombardment of 

bariem of two world wars ttiis century to break 
down their scruplas When the IRA bomb cMtons. 
they are partotpards in tttis moral dadne of tie 
bourgeois cwteaton 

Let us remembw Connotty, the working class rev¬ 
olutionary, but there is a moral gtf between his 
leadership of Inaurredon and setting 06 a bomb 
in a shopping oantte. You say ttwt trutti and reaRy 
must be embraoed as companion s . You should 
reoogNee thsi not only trutti bul moraMy has to be 
at ttie toundstton of poMkW eotton. 

YW international Aaaodaton mid ad aodadaa and 
ndMdbak wtwrtng to ( w* acknowledge tnXh, 
juadee ard moradty. aa i» bam of »mk conduct 
toward a aaoh oim. and t oward ! af man, without 
mgard to ootour, creed or nabonabyT (provtsional 
nies of ttw International). 

Yours 

WP. Glasgow. 

(RA REPLY) Tha riee of the fw right le not ttw 
fault of ttw republican movemenL ttw fault Has 
firmly within the left. Aher a quarter of a centu¬ 
ry of Irish working class resistance to Brtt rule 
the left has tsBed to deliver a nything to ngttto. 

country Is merely s reflection of the oompfaSs 
lack of influenoe of the various potttloal cam- 


ttw the Engltoh ruling etaeet 
is the seme Handets 1 , who < 
loudest. Moreover, the gr 
throughout Europe Is NOT 


earth of fascism 
the cause of the 
moeoflL 


Dew Red Action 
I picked up your paper tor ttw 
first time in many years and 
quite a good reed It is too. I'm 
so glad there is a group on 
the left that is not dominated 
by the rwddto dasees and is 
prepwed to put itself where its 
mouth is. As an anarchist I 
have a few differences with 
you and this Is attiy I am writ¬ 
ing. You talk about uncondi¬ 
tional democracy in Tbe ara 
Rad Action ’. could you 
maybe define this a bit better? 
How. for example, would tt dif¬ 
fer from an anarcho-syndicai- 
ist structure I e. one which 
would appoint delegates to 
important tasks, make them 


CREDIT WHERE 
CREDIT'S DUE 


them. How would you keep 
your structure democrati c and 
keep it running from the bot¬ 
tom up? Finally when anar¬ 
chists and their hangers on 
can be an embarrassment 
sometimes. 1 do feel they 
don't get the credit they 
deserve. At Waterloo, rightly 
described afterwards by an 
AFA g whsepSTSon as a pos¬ 
sible watershed lor events in 
Europe, there were a lot of 
anarchists there Much of 
Class War and DAM and 
more sizeable in number, 
squatters, punks and the odd 
crustiest While the lest three 
groups may not have well 
defined ideas like CW and 
DAM a hell of a lot tend 
towards anarchism (even H 
they are a pain in the arse) I 
have seen anarchists and 
the* kke do stupid things on 
anti-fascist demos, but as 


importantty they make up ttw 
numbers which gives us all 
more oonfldanoe in ettuettons. 

I think Its time AFA and RA 
gave It some credit 
Mike London SE11 

(RA REPLY) Whet is ttw de¬ 
ference between an anarcho- 
syndicalist structure, one 
wnicn wouio ippoim avia* 

gates to Important taaka, 
make them recallable and 
keep rotating them and RA's 
approach? Aa you hove out¬ 
lined It, ttw differences are 
fundamental. The primary 
definition of unconditional 
democracy, la that no-body 
be appointed. Everybody 
must be elected and be 
accountable to those to 
whom t^i^^^ oere t^ielr p^iel— 
tion. Instant recall Is ttw only 
guarantee that ttw opinion of 
the delegates reflects his or 
jmf consuiutncy. a powm 
organisation la like moat 
other ootteettvee, a co-opera¬ 
tive venture. If It Is to run em- 
dondy for the benefit of ttw 
members there must. In adett- 
tlon to delegates, be some 
form of supervision. The 


to the sttueture of ttw revolu- 
tlonary working cisos organF 

Tk* nMienleettlnn le 

Muon, ini orginiMiion is 
buM and run from ttw ieRaai 
up, ao ultimately this Is 


_ n annhlete 

m rsisiion to snsrcniixs not 
getting ‘the credit” they 
deserve; AFA have long 


consTiiusncy to wnicn you | 


Waterloo Is Invaluable. On 


calling or planning ttw event, 
so to that extent credit or 


art, be ttwy mandat • or ara* 

CniSTS. K1 iwroon, OtyVlIr 

done like Class War who pro¬ 
mote AFA, and urge people 
to Join It, In their paper, do eo 
from ttw rather curious posi¬ 
tion of not being members of 
AFA themeelveel Would It be 
too cynical to suggest that 
they want their breed but¬ 
tered on both eldest? The 
ideal poeMon of being abte to 
share In ttw glory and crib- 


_^wtLmen me^e4 eA/^iellam 1 4 
CSpilSIlSm sna BCClBIreni IS 

that -ttw manager Is paid by 
ttw labourers Instead of rep¬ 
resenting capital counter- 
poeodtottwm*. 


victory or defeat. What 
applies to organisations 


simpiy applies auttwrttytol 


Yours In sottdartty, 

PRO, Repubttcen Bends Attlanoo (Soottand) 


Deer Red Action. 

I am an Irish Republican prisoner in gaol in ttw 
north of Ireland I am working on a project on 
wail murals from al over ttw world. I would be 
very graleiul If you would print ttiis letter in your 
newspaper tor me. Please allow me to use 
your columns to ask your readers if they oould 
help me to gather information on watt murals 
throughout the world I am interested in the 
location of murals, what ttw murals are about, 
why they were painted and if possible some 
photographs of the murals I am rterected in 
al types of wall murals Readers can oontact 
meal the address below. 

Thank you. 

Leo Morgan 6242 
H-Btock 4 B-Wing 
Long Keah Gaol 
Lisburn 
Co Antrim 


Daar Rad Action, M 1 

Juat back from 1 M 

EuakadU aak you 
for some aupport lor some priaonara. 
Mltxal, an ETA mambar fallad for 170 
years from the town fiber (wad known by 
RA members, / ballava) naada aoma 
moral aupport. Mltxal undaratanda 
Engliah, ha tranalatad Ona Day In My 
Ufa' by Bobby Sends Into Euakara (tha 
Baaqua languaga). Raeandy, ha hm baan 

mOVmJ fO mK/UWf prison wnnoui nm fmrr 

Ate* — a- ^ (n/n ■—1 a ,1 Therwft*ire 

liy Of liw fm Doing inrorwwo. nm ivimPy 

i-1- ** - ^ m ^ m _ I- m lrn ana (. ^ i*j|4 

nta wtta maoa me long, axpanaiva /our - 
nay for tha 20 minuta vtaR for nothing. 
Pbaaawrlta to Mltxal at 


EUSKADI 

mm prltontn. etn tlto ttnd lolhtMrlty gr—Ungt It 
mltlbdtorin IntU tnd AtHr. Thttt young Bttgum 
•m (wttt known by *» ttrttnetd It ww yttn hr ttbo- 
vt) nttdt torn* ttgttcdont. TMraittratui m; 
r•/ undtriltndt Athr Zteont Quridl 
1 On* Dty In Uy Cudro flmtanctars 
Into Eutksrt (Hit MamOtStnJutn 
ondy, ho hot boon CP 13*00 
m without hia ten- Ciudad Raal 


Inaki Elkoro Bamrtia Larraa 
Marquaa Dal Saltdla No 1 
CP 42002 Soria 


^mato^^De^Ffriro ^San Martin Da La I hopa that many Rad Ac tion raadara 
Vaga KM5 axpraaa thak aoUdartty with thaaa prtaon- 

28340 Valdamoro Madrid dn. 

Spain Yours 

Paopta who ara abb to wrlta In Spanlah SlgL 
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social deprivation In 
Ballymurphy. has little 
resonance with the real- 
dents of Ballyfermot or 
BeSymun So the people 
sulk and deposits are 
lost 

All politics is based on 
perceived self interest, 
rather than idealism, 
patriotic or otherwise. 

| The lack of Influence of 
SF m the 26 Coumss la 
prtmatly due to its lack of 
relevance to the working 
class. As things stand, 
the reoent oouncl results 
not withstanding. Sinn 
Fein looks to have 
achieved near Its opti¬ 
mum electoral return in 
toe 6 Counties It «logi¬ 
cal to assume therefore 
that the decwve blow w* 
be dealt in the 26 
Counties. If national unity 
is to be achieved then 


must be mobilised, will 
form up. but not on the 
basis of a united Ireland, 
bra In pursuit of their own 
self interest. In the 70s. 
the 26 Counties counties 


The massacre in Derry 


In the wake of •>>' partoamen- 

Trottkydc ‘‘ft!" UUd "% tmnal ior, ofZl** 
taria" siHafit "‘ /„ s ide lh* Republican 
Republican Ar " y ’ f is , t Umtnts made 
Movement i" u AP/RN f 0 , the 

,rtmU ! 0US Zuma tactic to be “ bandon f l % 

armed struggle ns a muc ncogmst d that, 
course, the *«/ a(K | w on exclu¬ 

de struggle ^Nationalist working 

,ivelyonthebacksoflhe^ nfdbvammry 

doss, Edition, it is generally 

| campaignin'. ' ( ^ ^ cement m 

acknowledged that Ireland on 

the It Conies «• ^ the 

Republican terms s0C iaHst republic, the 

declared objective ‘moss move- 

it on whcu basis to II ® faw oemanas iot aw 

question is on (/| M appeals » I 

menl be mobihs j c€ in jfc* 26 || nonviolence advanced 

altruistic m offer the majority 

CountUs- and.^ U is back to 

°f*Z U S^o JZrecisety wheredie 
square one. wnuld ^ Moreover a un¬ 
constitutional path wo ^ ^ solu . 

pie ‘change of flag ^ starting 

In. Red *‘N ,Tna*s ensure uUi- 
from scratch <*" (fc< sib mty of ever 
mate victory and avott^ ^ teeiunrt one. (Au 


tactic of non-violence or 
blood sacrifice' won them 
widespread sympathy 
Including a condemnation 
of Israeli actions by a 
British Cabinet Minister. 
Between 1955*5, the CM 
rights movement In the 
deep south unmasked' 
American democracy. 
Dui, mk8 me Palestinians, 
black people were to da- 
cover, that government 
propaganda also Influ¬ 
enced world opinion, and 
sympathy tor them exist¬ 
ed only for as long as 
they were percerved to 
be victims. Their mod¬ 
erate demands for civil 


not one inch (ask 
Rodney King.) Indeed 
as James Forman, 
one of that era's lead- 


on the 30th January 1972 brought 
as a tactic to an abrupt end. 

cious of radical elements within 


for fear it might alienate con¬ 
servative social forces within 
their own. The pro-choice 
movement is a case in point. 
So in a systematic fashion the 
views of the left are choked off 
on the tradlttonaJ grounds that 
they are divisive and so consti¬ 
tute a blow against party unity. 
The Republican Movement 
has. as a consequence, 
become democratically tolerant 
only to Its right. 


economy in Europe The 
unprecedented growth 
was accounted tor by the 
arrival of 900 foreign 
firms. From the beginning 
the bourgeoisie insisted 
that the big foreign companies 
that wanted to invest, should 
first pass through its hands 
Through this arrangement it 
oscovereo m own ntstonc mis- 
sion; that of intermediary or 
business agent to imemationai 
capitalism The Algerian Frantz 
Fanon remarked on his own 
national bourgeoisie that what 
thfinguiahed it was the 1 mar- 
most vocation to keep in the 
running and be part of the rack- 
w in iretano too, corruption is 
scandals constantly erupt 


So we are told ‘Socialism must and cynicism among a« class- 

' Ci.i. ik. _ . 


wait.’ Strip the 'ism' from 
Socialism and It ceases at 
once to appear as an obscure 
or abstract notion. The naked 
reality of the Republican 
oecnano b sbo reveaieo in me 
interests of national liberation 
me immeoiaie inieresis or me 
storking people must remain 
subordinate to the interests of 


es is rampant. In the circum¬ 
stances for SF to continue to 
regard Fianna Fail as a possi¬ 
ble ally on the national ques¬ 
tion is irrational If not just per¬ 
versa. Fianna FaiFianna Gael 
is representative of the class 
who have the greatest invest- 
mem vi me maintenance or me 
economic and political status 


'finding i" a,l N!r£i?*“ l * kmUUi * 

edUed version of^icU 

\P/RS i* ^ etur f orm ' * m 


I n defence of Owen Bennet, 
Voblachtanach' (AP/RN 13th 
May) urges the Republican 
movement "to embrace a pro¬ 
gramme to which the people 


Nationalist 
working class within the Six 
Counties, who are the principle 
victims of the Brit/Loyalist 
aggression, and whose sons 
and daughters are the main¬ 
stay of the armed resotance do 


the length and breadth of all not share this view. The eiec- 
thlrty two counties can more toral support tor Sinn Fein Is a 


rmdty relate " topidk in this Is 
toe suggestion toat such a pro¬ 
gramme is ready made and 
simply needs to be adopted 
and implemented. Curiously 
nsitosr he nor Bennet give the 
sugmesT ninr oi wnai n miynt 


Like Owen Bennet who states 
that the armed struggle has 
"utterly toted. . . and It deeply 
unpopular wdh the bdk of 9m 
Irith people;' toe cal tor a pro¬ 
gramme that reiales to people 
of all thirty two counties, 
ignores me sn mai me tsiarxj 
of Ireland is divided by more 
than a border The Six 
Counties is under armed occu¬ 
pation by a foreign power 
Those who oppose toe British 
pokticalfy and physically are 
forced to ki and are killed by 


reflection of toe fact that in the 
Six Counties the nattonal ques¬ 
tion inevitably has primacy over 
any social struggle. 
Correspondingly the support 
among the but' of loyalists for 
the death squads can! be air- 
brushed out of existence either. 
What kind of thirty two county 
programme do they envisage 
might hunfle that reality? 
Bennet claims that ‘unreathded 
armed struggle' has led to the 
loss of sympetoy inlemalionaly 
tor the cause, and gets maty 
eyed with nostalgia for the 
paoNtot approach adopted by 
the civil rights movement, 


to point out later, 
"Many black people 
and many black 
leaders .... failed in 
those years to 
understand that 
beneath all popular 
struggles there 
must be bum a firm 
foundation for 
armed struggle .... 

Today there are 
still people in the United 
States, who do not yet under¬ 
stand that such struggles can- 
not win decorve victories if they 
are not coupled with armed 
revolutionary organisation and 
struggle. 9 Not only in the 
United States either Behind 
the concept of a thirty two 
county programme lies the 
idea that for things to be 
pushed In a positive direction" 
the national issue and armed 
struggle must be made subor¬ 
dinate to the emphasis on 
social reform (presumably) and 
peaceful struggle. 

And so this is the way the 
question is posed. Either non¬ 


another class. The enemy q U0| which accepts that the 
class. Inan extension of th« continuing partition of the ooun- 


Hi - „ -« aailHni. Of j I ■ iJn ■■ I 

meorencai position or elect oral 
policies have veered between 
two equally disastrous strate¬ 
gies The first implies that a 
class alliance in the 26 
Counties is needed to drive the 


try is a condition both of and for 
ITs continued dominion. In his 
autobiography Dr Garret 
Fitzgerald admitted as much.ln 
75-76 toe Provisionals and the 
Ulster Unionist Council Co- 


British Into the sea in the ordinating Committee (UDA) 
north. The "alternative' which held a senes of meetings with 


Owen Bennet might eulogise 
main ta in s that in order to oourt 
respectable, i.e. middle class, 
opinion in the south, the issue 
of armed struggle must be 


tokserf. The result a that SF Is 
then left with a platform devoid 
of even a hint of radicalism, 
and so indistinguishable from 
anybody else. The delivery of 
national unity is stM presented 
as a panacea for al social is. 
and so in the meantime the 
working Hess are instructed to 


Desmond Boal, a longtime 
associate of Ian Paisley and 
Sean Macbride (former IRA 
chief of staff) as ’technical 
advisers' One matter both 
sides had agreed on was a 
BfTusn wnnorawai i ne initiative 
colapaad when toe Dublin gov¬ 
ernment learned of it and 
denounced it. So by saying 
socialism must waif the 
Republican movement turns ifs 
beck on the class with nothing 
to lose in favour of the class 
governed by the fear of toeing 


return to their slums and be everything. The tinkering with 
patient. Not unexpectedly, the constitution i.e. articles two 
putting the argument that the a nd three should be seen in 
British are solely to blame for that tight Nol #jmp | y an 
"■ attemot at some iundical soiu- 

' Equally should the ttoTbut evidenWoT.ome 
Republican Movement r *** v »‘ to looaen the 


taken up arms In defence of 
the British presence The U9k' 
of the urban and rural 


toe secta rian race of unionism" 
wen ii we consKjer unioniffTi 

unmasked, what next? 

During the Intifada, unarmed 
raiesTintans many Of wiem cfir 
dren were butchered in their 
hundreds by the Israelis. The 


majority support, or armed 
struggle, national Moeraoon ana 
isoiaoonr i ne question irameo 
in this way is part of a wider 
agenda and is of oourse a trap, 
but a trap republican mHants 
seem H too wiing to fall Into 
By aMowing a false dcholomy 
to develop between national 
liberation and total social 
change, republicans often find 
themselves in a position of 
arguing in defence of the latter 
(i.e. aimed struggle and nota¬ 
tion) and against and suspi- 


delay ‘the settling of 
accounts' until the 
national *crisis' has 
passed, and the prereq • 


bonds of sovereignty, in 
ness If neoessary to 
with the old po fonH master. In 
retakation. SF proposes a little 
constitutional tinkering of ifs 
own. A new constitution, it 


uilitt for that it Ike «*cl ,r .k would conttm a 
, . Charter of rights'which would 

political and economic tw 

system is secure, then it the people of the nation in 

would be advocating 

revolutionary change inoomo. to a fib, to housing, to 
only when capitalism is eskjcabon eto’That is simply 
7T. A . . ... eye wash. What for instance 

liable; that u ■ while U CO n.mul.. an adaquata 
could not win!' Income? Even it there was a 


consensus on toe tii hj t' i how 
ooukf toe constitution guaran¬ 
tee!? Whet SF wants to do as 
Marx pointed out %to abotah 
9» abuses of bourgeoisie soci¬ 
ety on the basis of toe same 
laws of capitalist production 
toef gives rise to those abus¬ 
es'Man also arrived at the 
conclusion "that the decisive 

_ Ha |HI -S- 

ufOW BydmTST Uw CPyUWi mXn- 

Ing desses... cannot be deliv¬ 
ered m England but only In 
Ireland ' In a similar fashion 
today, revolutionaries can only 
conclude that In the divided 
country the week link in colo¬ 
nial influence is in the 26 
Counties ratoer toan in the sk. 
In the Six Counties the 
Repubtcan movement Isa rad- 


ln the Six counties, 
Sinn Fein addresses the 
problems with the State 
from the viewpoint of 
it's constituency, while 
in the 26 Counties it 
addresses it's con¬ 
stituencies problems 
from the viewpoint of 
the State. Therein lies 
the real explanation for 
the vast discrepancy in 
the level of support' 

cal movement the catalyst for 
change because it goes to the 
root of the problem British 
armed occupation. So force is 
mei wvm vorce i ne nepuoncan 
Movement is a revolutionary 
movement though not overtly 
left wing. The organisations on 
the left like the Communist 
Party of Ireland or the Socakst 
Workers Movement who 
preach social revolution are 
also vociferous opponents of 
the armed struggle They do so 
not because they are left wing 
as some would have you 
believe but because they are 
not revolutionary. Neither are 
they a left wing loyal to the 
Republican demands. They 
should be seen rather as the 
radical wing of thoee vtooform 
the rearguard of the national 
struggle That section of the 
Irish people who have never 
ceased to be on toe other side 
vi the fight. As always for toem, 
armed struggle proves to be 
the point of departure. 
(Incidentally are these the 
friends' Bennet insisted the 
IRA should be listening to?) 

So it is not simply a case of 
saying to the working class 
here a toe red flag, kneel here 
It is not a case of Marxist 
dogma over common sense, 
rather the reverse For if the 
class struggle a continuously 
pushed aside as an unpleas¬ 
ant. crude and divisive phe¬ 
nomenon. nothing remains as 
the basts for Republicanism in 
the 26 Counties but empty 
phrases about '/usftoe, free¬ 
dom, peace' 

Inherent to the SF strategy is 
the unstated assumption that 
the 26 Counties bourgeoisie 
are, for the moment, and for 
the most part, neutral in the 
struggle between the colonists 
and the colonialised. and H 
they cannot be convinced to 
play toe role of honest broker', 
then neitoer should anytoing be 
done which might cause them 
to be needlessly provoked. 
Consequently nothing that 
migni mreaien meir negemony 
should be countenanced, lest 
they are driven into the arms of 
the British. In return, the 
Republican Movement remaina 
for the most pert neutral in the 
struggle between classes; 
shuns ITs natural working class 
constituency and in the 
proce ss puls ITs own teeth. 
Ireland is a ootoniakzed coun¬ 
try. It is cotoniakzed in the 6 
Counties by guns, in the 26 
C ounles more subtlety by the 
thought and inaltokons 1st! by 
CONTINUED OVER PAGE 
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THE STEPPING STONE 


coloniser, so tnSiSno nooos 
to bo de-cofonised' and not 
juat north of tho border. Do- 
ootonisabon it akeayt a violoni 


armed struggle to considered 
Inappropriate to tho aftuefton In 
tho 26 Counties oounbes. then 
neither can a 32 County 
Republic be presented there as 
toe ultimate goal. The Notary ol 
the Tan War' has shown that 


crepancy in tho level ol sup¬ 
port- 

Tho very oxietonco ol the 
Orange Stale' a considered to 
bo tho cause of tho conflict 
wh*e the exrelenco of the free 
Stale' a a cce pted as oieontlal 
to it's resolution; i.o. tho 
peacerur mcorporaoon or no 


m on to ooaMeis the seeds of 

revolutionary soctortttn. A per¬ 
spective they share wbh some 
Republcane. 8o ae long as the 
bourgeoisie fool Immune 
they are happy for tho war to 
oonbnue, and tho wan* con¬ 
tinue and continue to bo 
acceptable to them until tho 


bo further progress am 
be made by continuing 
with the pretence, that in 
political terms the border 
means everything, but in 
tactical terms nothing.' 
the extotonce of tot Republican 


divorced from social emancipa¬ 
tion andto create an artificial 


the very grave danger of 


M tti ■ IaHav TKia anakiala 

irw iinif. inn analysis 
forgets' that both partition 
states are colonial creations If 
one must be smashed *hy is I 
assumed tho other can bo 
reformed? Tho Six County 
State can be smashed beyond 
ropoir, but as long ea there te 
no revolutionary chalongo in 
the 26 Counties, the 


question wtt be con- 


lA 

rise within M no threat to their 
continued political dominion. It 
is only wfthin this frame of rvf- 


other. If the Republican 
Movement maintains that 
sociaMam is not on the agenda 
then N must aooept that as long 
as this remains the case 
nabonal unity lent mm. 

In the Six Counties, Sinn Fein 


the State from tw viewpoint of 

re constituency, whbe in tie 26 
Counties it addre sse s re con¬ 

stituencies' problems on the 
whole from the viee^oint ct the 
State. Therein lies the real 
explanation for the vast dis¬ 


iong as It remains smug I wi 
be strong enough not to oon- 
cede to the Republican agen¬ 
da. The total collapse of the 
Loyalist veto would simply ley 
bare the existence of poaeMy 
its more formidable Free Stele' 
twin The bourgeoisie fear that 
a Republican victory, might 
channel the radtoeltom. hitherto 
focused on the national ques¬ 
tion in a new but equaly ambi¬ 
tious direction • their own! A 
victory for revoMtonary naborv 


that The armed struggle dam¬ 
ages toe cause. .. end te mov¬ 
ing us further away from the 
goal ct that) ratty." Decoded I 


revolutionary nationalism ot 
which tie armed struggle is the 
embodiment, carries for 
gombeen" guardians of the 
free state a tengM air of men¬ 
ace, any prospect of a 32 
County Republic is curtailed. 
As that is indeed the case then 
on those terms, ft can be con- 


Equaly should the RepuMcan 
Movement delay tweeting of 
to their aooounto* untt the naHoneltd- 


requiafte tor that la the poftfctt 
and economic system is 
secure, then it would be advo¬ 
cating revolutionary change 
orfty when c epftalem is stable; 
that is - vtohe it oouto not win! 
From a revolutionary outlook 
far from being a failure', the 
armed struggle ie In fact the 
Republican Movements onty 
a ““ ‘ 


focused on If a neo-colonial 

ivwaww wir ee v rrww ww»w»ww 

surrogate in the south. No 
doubt there are many who 
would argue that to set a 
course for total social ahwrge; 
for social as well ae national 
revolution; for starting from 
scratch, is nefther practical nor 
desirable. They may reassure 
•wmeehee that such a notion 
is not something which The 
buk of the people would reedF 
fy relate ' So is ta* of revolu¬ 
tion impractical? Of course! 
But. H must not be forgotten 
tool revolution changes svery- 
Mng except pethape tooee of 


Republic, when In reality it is 
the 26 County working dess 
vrtSch to toe stopping stone to a 


In toe souto, class has primacy 


the working class in the Six 
Counties, protestant and 


by the Brftish 


united Ireland is not the pre¬ 
condition for the 'socialist 
republic a citation on social 
toeuea Mona is not toe bads tor 
a united Ireland Utomateiy no 


berrtor to a united ketond is in 
fact 


armed struggle needs to be 
complemented by. and ooupisd 
to. an equally revolutionary 
strategy in the eoonomic and 
poUcal sphere. The same pas¬ 
sion, ingenuity and commit¬ 
ment which has confronted toe 
issue of colonialism in the 
north, needs now to be re- 


James Connofty put ft this way, 
•Revolution ie never practical- 
until the hour of revolution 
strikes toon e atone Ie prececal, 
and a* eftorts of toe ooneecva- 
fives end compromisers 
become the most futile end 
visionary ot human imagln • 

j^|ft 

In 1922 Free Staters pro- 
hat toe acceptance of 
was a 1 a stepping 
atone' to a fufty independent 
Ireland Seventy years on, toe 
view is promoted that a united 
ketond is Ihe stepping alone’ 
to a working class Socialist 


by continuing with the pre- 
tonce. that in polbcai terms toe 


in tactical terms nothing. The 
revoMtonary struggles for tatoi 


not mutually exclusive but 
MvdapanfenL Only a tooloto 
symmetry which is in harmony 


the national and social strug¬ 
gles, between the national 
aaoirattons of the colonised 
and the class ambition of toe 



wm 




class struggle cannot 
be piled up like so 
much money which 
can then be spent aft at 
onoe Consciousness, 
determination and 
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tionery passion" in 
Marx's phrase - will 
never be evenly spread 
throughout the daee 
The inevitable conse¬ 
quence follows: cheek 
by jowl wfth toe pledge 
ol 'support comes the 


for the IRA amount to? if you 
are against toe armed strugMe. 
then you are against toe IRA. 
Simple Your *#*»rf amounts 
to nothing more than the can 
for the IRA to disband. In 
Mofyneux's terms. 

•while we side with the IRA 
against British Impe ri aks m and 
Its eOea we are strongly cribcel 
ot I he* nationalist pomes and 
their terrorist tactics which 
inNbt wrd divert horn toe teak 
of mobilising the working 



reformism in theory and practice 


H ow ie reformism illustrat¬ 
ed in terms of the actual 
political practice of cur¬ 
rent revolutionary' groups? 
The struggle in northern Ireland 
is the central and most graphic 
example. Alter a lew ritual trib¬ 
utes, the armed struggle is rou¬ 
tinely bad mouthed by the left 
as counter revolutionary' and 
as impeding the (non-exntont) 
unity of Catholic and Protestant 
workers! A brief case study can 
tel a great deto about the char¬ 
acter of toese ‘revoMtonaries' 
and their analysis. The SWP 
provide a good specimen • not 


notorious offenders but 
because they have a high pro¬ 
file on toe left and take consid¬ 
erable theoretical trouble to 
defend their politics. 

In the pamphlet, Socialists. 
Repubdcenom and the Armed 
Struggle' they declare their 
potion ae being. "toruncond- 
done but not uncritical support 
ol the armed sftuggle It contin¬ 
ues. 

•We give support because of 
its FACT toaf they are fighting 
imperialism. We support them 
as a genutne anti-imperialist 
force' 

Or as John Motyneux puts I in 


his column in Sooadst Worker' 
(8.2.92): 

*The IRA ere rep re sentatives of 
an oppressed people seeking 
to chadenge that oppression." 

In rhetorical terms then, the 
SWP is dearly distinguishable 
from say, the Labour party 
Many people wil understand¬ 
ably be under the knpresaion, 
from reading this and similar 
material, that the SWP sup¬ 
ports' the IRA 

This impression will be rein¬ 
forced when it announces a 
page or two further that 
"The SWP is not a pacifist 
organisation. We bedeve that If 
our rulers are wmng to use vio¬ 
lence to edng onto power, they 
must be met with insurrection 
organised by the working 


But here is the catch • 1 organ- 
mad by toe worfong dees' 
ft is a case of mass action -or 
nothing. So nothing it is. John 
Motyneux reckons that, tonly a 
mobrksatron of toe whole work¬ 
ing dam" can chaftenge British 
rule. If the class as a whole 
does not riee ae one and In uni- 


become countouxo: 
ductive from the point 
ot vie w o f toe muting 
class and the tight 
against imperii 
[RA’s emphasis] 

It is not necessary to 
embarrass the SWP by 
asking wnen, precisely 
the ermed struggle was 
productive snd when it 
became counter-productive 
That is obviously an impoetobto 
question to answer. If the IRA 
were productive' in 1972, then 
they ere productive' in 1992. 
As John Motyneux asserts. 
aitoou0i as s resuft of toe CM 
Rights movement of the late 
sixties toe Brits said they were 
in favour of equal rights. 

■so institutionalised had the 
Protestant ascendency 
become that (Secnrrwwdon snd 
oppression continued in prac¬ 
tice It remains entrenched to 
the day " 

For whet has changed? Has 
•te Bifttoh stole reformed? Are 
its polides less oppresses? 
Has tot bstanoe of stote power 
in northern Ireland changed in 
favour of toe NtoiorwIM popu¬ 
lation? The queetione need 
only to be poaed for the 
answers to be obvious. 

It is only necessary to aak. 
what in practice, does the 
declared support of the SWP 


W a al know whto being 
■Wrongfy critoer of toe 
IRA means in practice. 
Would the SWP pieaae explain 
whet. In thia context, "aiding 
wrih toe IRA'means? 

The SWP is evidently uneasy 
They aak them- 
sstves, why do we not issue 
our own ceil for a ceasefire? 
They reply, "we as soctaHsts 
never sign with the right wing! 
So having signed themeetves 
with every Unionist. British cab¬ 
inet miniatar. member of the 
security forces, and tha 
Protestant and Catholic 
Churches by denouncing the 
armed struggle as Counter-pro¬ 
ductive'. they save their revoto- 
tionary honour by refusing to 
TedfOreceeaedre"! 

How is such a singular exam¬ 
ple ot pobbcai cowardice rabo- 
netoed? By urging toe subetftu- 
bon of workpiece mobrkaatton! 
The SWP explaini that it. 
"opposes the ermed struggle 
because it ie e substitute lor 
mesa motmedan'THs uncrib- 
caify echoes Brtt propaganda 
about the isolated pey- 
cftopetos’ol the IRA (toe coun¬ 
terpart of the ieoteted fanatics' 
of the BNP perhaps!) and to 
overtook toe feet that in the 
past twenty years 10,000 
nettonaftats have bean charged 
with paramilitary related 
offences! But what examples 
do they give of the mesa work¬ 
ers mobilisation they wish to 


For the twenty years ol the 
Irish War tosy NsL one smal or 
medium sized march (13,000). 
one workers'committee'in 
Dundalk, sundry unspecified 
workplace s t oppages'm the 
South, stoppages (unspeci¬ 
fied) in toe town of Waterford 
and a leaflet' in Dublin! They 
round oil by proclaiming, 
"Organising for that type ot 
working dees mobllisahon i$ 
our alternative to the tactic ot 
armed struaale." 

This to toe revoMtonary torrent 
that the armed strugMe to hold¬ 
ing back!! If the northern 
Ireland stale were on toe brink 
of economic paralysis as a 
result of the mats industrial 
action of a united Protestant 
and Catholic workforce, then 
toere would a beato upon mtoich 
to argue. But when the only 
significant political strikes in Iv- 
ing mamory have been organ- 
toed and enloroad by toe loyal¬ 
ist paramilitaries the strategy 
loses something of its attrac¬ 
tion Rather epotogettoefty toe 
SWP explain that, "in condi¬ 
tions ot downturn, workers 
often leek sett-confidence' If 
this to tha case, what do you 
then say to toe ntotoneitot pop¬ 
ulation in the north who are 
being attacked and kilted by 
security forces end toetr para¬ 
military aiea. being turned <M 
oftheir homes and imprisoned 
by a togto systom to bent tost 
it the envy of South Africa? 
Wait tor (he Upturn?? 

In effect toe SWP aft lor toe 
return of toe CM Righto move¬ 
ment of 1966-1972. That of 
oourse. wee shot oft toe streets 
on Bloody Sunday. Yet. says 
the SWP. 

"ft was precisely because of 
toe leveloi m oUdeod nn hot toe 
Brim government were totted 
down toe pa/h of reform " 

Thia to toe crux of the mMtor * 
•the path ot reform". Not the 
path of revolution - but 




The crucial point was that It 
was MAS S mobdieetto n... tost 
forced the concessions.' 
vDMMMV tnai •, grantee 
courtesy of the British state 
«id totor UMontot MM la this 
reafty tot Unto word ol a two- 


on the subject of the armed 
struggle? Not quite. A Ingenng 
reepect for the truto tomes toe 


tost 

"Of course, many of tosee con¬ 
cessions were later turned on 

u. . ntoan Inj ewafvmie 

nOBQ, wnmi wx example, 
the B Specials were reptooed 
bytheUOR" 

There to toe apparentfy shame- 
lees recognition ot the upshot 
ct toe SWPs concept ct Ynaas 

rrKXXHsauon oemg uaaien tmj 

your piaoe by the UOR instead 
of toe B Specials - as • ton¬ 


ing direct action are frequentfy 

—a*- j k.. fhraetaninn 

attended by next tnreswang 
the liberty or even the Me of 
those engaged In ft. The state 
however, is not alow taka 
action against thosa it per- 
osivee as endangering (to ton- 


mony. AMmaSvefy, you can be 
a Me-tong, stalwart member ct 
the SWP or Militant and stttl 
laad a Ufa as quiet, in the 
immortal word! of Peter 
Wright, as that of ducks on a 
pond. 

It frequentfy appears that the 
obssstoon ofthe toft Mfti work¬ 
place moWtoabon and tha Sy* 
tern', at opposed to merety 
tokenistic excursions in ether 
spheres, functions as s dis¬ 
guise for reformist p osturss 
meaquereritog as revoMtonary 
practice. The above anttpto of 
the SWP’s attitude to the 
armed struggle will hopefully 


ed. if not impossible, contin¬ 
gency. then al beta are ofl. (M 
toe p r o o aeeea of revotubon end 


But what examples do they gire of the most worken 'mobilisation they wish 

lo replace She armed struggle? Far the twenty yean of the Irish War they list, 
one small or medium sized march (13,000), one ‘worken’ committee’ in 
Dundalk, sundry unspecified ‘workplace stoppages’in the South, stoppages’ 
(unspecified) in the town of Waterford and ‘a leaflet’ in Dublin!' 


itgnwaK and douMMi nMcti 
attends the subsftMton ct one 
tor toe otoer. Thera to absolute¬ 
ly rm justttcalton in toe wfttngs 
of eitoer Marx or Engeto tor the 
totoMtt ol aglatton at toe 
level of the workpiece end 
allied forma of ‘peaceful 
protest, for direct and foroaM 
acoon fi me vnmerxaie porocai 
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TO HELL WITH 
CONTRACTS! 

pw luNaypwKii r iln day* nolot must be given before 
I Irish poetical drclaa which any strike action can take pUc* 
I stataa that whaiavar hap- Under foe 1990 Ad a union can- 


pans to Britain wrii deo happen in 
Mml only toa year* (atari ( foil 
to to bsbetaved a good example 
would ba tha attacks on Trada 
Union riffots m both oountrtaa. In 
Britain tha attacks ooma from a 
mora irtaninniral oosition Tha 

nrwr• mwwrvyv** paanrwn. ■ •• 

Torias wanted to waakan tha 
Unions tor a long tons, aapadaly 
In tha light of to* (Dinar's part In 
Tad HaoWs downfal In 1972. Tha 
art union stanos of tos Tortaa and 
Maggls Thatcher's datarminatton 
to axtrad revenge. coupled wtth 
tha lack of confldanca among 
working class paopia and thair 
due to fta mm of 


Undar tha 1990 Act a union can¬ 
not call for tha boycott of an 
amployars products as (Ns would 

D9 imp u imenenng wiui int 


With tha stockpiling of hugs 
amounts of ooai and tha xtroduc- 
tton of 9ta now art union togtoto- 
kon tha government was m a posi¬ 
tion to to provoke a confrontation 
Whan tha minars struck In 1964 
tha Torias uasd tha U powsrs of 
tha stata to dsfaat tham. Pokes 
powsrs and tactics never assn 
before to Britain, bd long to unto 


to onwh tha safes. Tha kay strata- 
gy uasd to dstsottha mlnars was 
to Isolala foam from ary export- 
Ivs actions, aspacially thosa 


work e rs. This was dons by con- 
oadng to wags claims by bofh ths 


with tha Intention of taking on 
thaaa unions individually in tha 
future. Within the Labour move¬ 
ment ths datesNsl polcy of New 
Waaksm’. which was being pro¬ 
moted by tha right oftha Trada 
Union movement, was given a sig¬ 
nificant boost attar tha Tories' 
landslide victory in tha 1963 
B ecko n This polcy of dstsattem 
piayad Is part m ths tafese ol 9v 
rtansrs safes m 1986 and m doing 
so gave cradanca to the bakal SW 
tie unions ootad not toko on 9ts 
amployars. inducing N govarrv 
mant, and win using industrial 
action Tha legacy of tha miner* 
dslool has carted on ript up to 


Tha Act also makes poMtical' 
strikes illegal, this means that 
actions such as thoaa m support 
of ths Hisigsr Strikers In 1961, tha 
famous Dunnes Stores strike 
against ^wthaid and work stop¬ 
ples in prolast at haakh out* can 
no longer lsgtfy taka ptaos. 

Tha basic irion phloaophy of •*» 
attack on one Is the concern ct 
aff* Is ohaksngsd by ssclon 9 of 
tha industrial H sIaMons Ad which 
dtortowe industrial action in toe 
case of an individual worker 
unless exhaustive procedures 
have bean followed Employers 
know vary was tost these proce¬ 
dures can taka up to 6 months 
and foal tos vast majority of work¬ 
ars cannot dtord a tongfoy IgM. 

I t was only m tha months attar 
tha 1990 Act became law. as 
part of tha PESP. that most 
Trade Untontoto realaad tha pow¬ 
ers that It contained It was not 
long before tha amployars wars 
using It's provisions to attack 
workers. In recent Smee tiara has 
been a apew d depute* r which 
tha 1990 Industrial Reiattons Act 
fee bean used lota tos hanito of 
tha unions 

In the strike at foe clothing bou¬ 
tique Japan tha union. IDATU. 
was forced Mo ttia Kgh Court to 
fight an tynolon preventing pick¬ 
eting of tha shops. An Injunction 
was granted against members of 
foe Nakonat Bus and Ral workers 
Union ta Hueslon 9latton after two 


and tha army, against tham to 

DrMK KnKM. Iww mWlOQI Vm 

tactics must ba caked into play, 
such as tha establishment of 
'Independent' strike support 
grope which in turn can organise 
mass pickets, boycotts of employ¬ 
ers products, toe ostracising of 
scabs, etc. If tha Trada Union 

leaderships am not w«ng to I0« 

back againslkw amployars. which 
•tsy dsarfy am not than I Is ip to 
tie union activists to do so. 

If Trade Unions are to retain any 
atoackon tor workers twy must ba 
seen to have something to oiler. 
Incmasing numbers of paopia am 


beginning to rtw trade union* as 
Just another part of ths estabtah- 
menL wiftng to barter took mem¬ 
bers rights and livelihoods for a 

ptoos at tie tat* wkh toe bosses. 

w# $M in# Hftotfi Of ufO mam 

tatom. with salariss of C60.000*. 
caking for wage restraints from 
workers. Tha fog*' ol Ms position 
is hat tw SocWPbrtosrshps'of 
tha Programme for National 
Recovery (PNR) and the PESP 
would ertabie foe unions to have 
an input into tha economic strate¬ 
gy of tha government, especially 
In toe areas of Job cmakon. social 


H ow a social partnership 
could ba conceived 
between two sections of 
society whose totaresto am tofsky 
opposed to each otoar remains a 
mystery to al but tooas Involved. 
Tha aim of al amployars. includ¬ 
ing tha government, is to keep 
their costs. Inducing wages, to a 
minimum. Tha aim of Trada 
Unions (supposedly) to to get to* 


In Ireland anti union legislation 
aferneMdankcai to the Brtkah pro¬ 
visions was facftkSed by toe Irtoh 
Congress ol Trada Unions (ICTU) 
This amazing oensrsnos sms part 
of to* dsal Involved In toa'social 
partnership' agreement. the 
Programme for Economic and 
Booiai Pragmas (PESP). signed 
by toe government, toe employer* 
and trad* unions. The 1990 
Industrial Relations Act. while 
replacing the 1906 Trades 
Disputes Act. actuaky In cr ease s 
the hurdle* a union must over¬ 
come to taka effective strike 
aeflon. This Thatchers* attack on 
union rights draskeaky increases 
toe odds In tovour of toa employer 
In rstokon to industrial acbon by 
wtuakv oukewtno the prackoa of 


had not been given and that no 
bakol had takan place During toa 
strike tor union recogrtlon at to* 
‘Body Shop the fact that there 
warn only six regular picketters 
meant tost tosy could only cover 
one shop and not the other*. Tha 
strikes for union raoognklon at toa 
•Pat Tha Baker' bakery and Nolan 
Transport have been seriously 
hampered by ths 1960 Act Al Pal 
The Baker the strikers union. 
SIPTU. wB not ert tor a boyoott of 
the firm’s products such is their 
tsar of toe 1990 Act SIPTU could 
also put serious pressure on 
Nolan Transport If they caked on 
their members elsewhere to 
refuse to handle Nolan's trucks 
But again SIPTU have bean found 


dssmad to ba oontrary to the Acl 
I t also demands that at least 7 


Tha amployars ha* demonstrat¬ 
ed took witoigness to um to* Ad 
to attack irion rtgftto and rth tos 
recession bang even deeper Into 
toair profttss* can expect them to 
try even harder to make workars 
bear the cost. Trade Unionists 
must face to* employers on tois 
issue or toa rtf* tougN lor over 
many years wB f k* a pp ear Trad* 
Unionists must not be afraid to 
break the law, let us remember 
(tat union itgss were only gained 
by breaking toa law. 

Irish Trade Unionists must learn 
bom toe mistake* of toa miners 
strflw in Brkain In farms of sokdsri- 
ty tram other unions. They must 
be prepared lor legal attempts to 



tor toair member*. By entering Into 
to* PNR/PESP toa Trad* Unions 
were firmly tying themeetve* to 
N Government's eoonomic start 
egy which included savage cut¬ 
backs In public service employ¬ 
ment. the health service and 
social welfare. thu s effective ly 
starving bads union opposition to 
these attacks on toair members. 
Ths Trade Unions oortnusd drnrn 
to* New Realist road of partner¬ 
ship wkh to* government by sign¬ 
ing the PESP, even though the 
increased profits for employers 
during the earlier PNR did not 
raauit in significant job creation, 
the main tenet of both pro- 
grammas. Ths major toddmsnt of 
tha PNR/PESP is the fact that 
slnos to* PNR was signed In 1997 
unemployment has risen from 
237.962 to 330.196 today This 
fad atone InJ ca lee the dsasbous 
•fleets of the unions aligning 
themeetve* with the employers 
Addsd to this toa attacks on Irads 
union rights, the rationalisation 
ptew lor Aar Ungus (and no doubt 
privatisation of soms sections), Me 
Crsevy s Dirty Dozen Social 
Wetter* cuts and to* prtvataabon 
of the government's remaining 
dtaraa in Greanoore you codd be 
forgiven for thinking that the 
unions would not oven consider 
another social partnership' 
However In union circles a new 
PESP is being dtocussed as a (ta¬ 
ttoo! poaafbMty. bonicaly I could 
ba tos amptoysrs who dsdds not 
to sneer into a new deal 
N a kms lor tos Trad* Unions to 
get back to basics • fighting for 
workers rights and conditions. 
While understanding that Trad* 
Unions only work whan c a p tts tam 
works tosy are ski to* Br*t Ins of 
defence tor many working class 
people Even though by their 
nature trad* unions tend to be 
reformist organisations ordinary 
people Involved In strikes get first 
hand axperisnos of tos stales’role 
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GOOD BOMB, 
BAD BOMB 


T he failure of right wing politicians and then media mouthpieces to create a peace 
movement in Ireland has only been surpassed by the inability of the so-called revo¬ 
lutionary left, despite It'S rhetoric, to organise, sustain or support a viable anti-impe¬ 
rialist movement, especially in the occupied country itself The willingness of Red Action 
alone to confront the hard issues, as exemplified by our support for the IRA s armed 
struggle and militant anti fascism, is what distinguishes us from the rest of the left who 
are happy to write endless polemics about working class unity and rallying behind con¬ 
crete political slogans However these groups tail to realise that the IRA are the very 
people, working class, that they speak about It is ironic that the majority of these soft left 
groups are led by middle class intellectuals whose understanding of the thoughts and 
needs of the working class are clouded in theory rather than grounded in reality 
It is in the direct and absolute interest ot the English working class to get nd ot their 
present connection with Ireland 
(K Marx) 
and 

7 have sought in every way to provoke this manifestation of the English working class In 
support of Feniamsm ' (K Marx) 

The lack of any anti-imperialist movement has more to do with the political goals of many 
groups rather than public revulsion or apathy towards the armed struggle This public 
revulsion, so widely reported in the media, has failed to materialise Media based cam¬ 
paigns. coupled with anti Republican groups bankrolled by the British, have all failed to 
create peace movements Peace rallies have been hyped or badly attended The Peace 
93 group had almost collapsed in two weeks which the Peace Tram organisation tried to 
manipulate for it's own ends When this failed it tried to isolate Peace 93 . 

On the other hand, at a time of increased political and physical pressure on Republicans 
in the 6 counties the Republican vote has increased IRA actions have not alienated their 
supporters as some would like us to believe Support for the IRA remains as strong as 
ever within the communities of which they are a part, a fact conveniently ignored by the 
media and the soft left. 

The temporary involvement of the soft left in anti imperialist single issue campaigns, 
such as anti-Extradition. is never maintained Their idea ol building mass movements are 
never realised as the long term commitment involved is alien to such groups who usually 
drift from issue to issue trawling for membership. 

W hile regularly calling for working class direct action to defend communities they 
then go on to denounce the IRA. the living embodiment of the self same working 
class direct action. However these soft left groups argue that they support the 
IRA but do not support It's actions, a farcical political position if ever there was one The 
debate over whether some IRA actions are murder or manslaughter shows how tar from 
reality some of these groups can be The repeated implication that the IRA are hamper¬ 
ing working class unity is false, during previous periods of IRA inactivity workers have 
never united in sizable numbers Loyalist workers will never consider working class unity 
as long as they have the veto to maintain the connection with Britain, which guarantees 
their minor economic advantages Loyalism. not Republicanism is the barrier to working 
class unity and it has been carefully developed as such by both the British and Unionist 
upper classes. For true working class unity the supremacist and racist ideology of 
Loyalism must be smashed Loyalism is a form of imperialism that has strong parallels 
with the imperialism of white settlers in Zimbabwe and the division of the black and white 
working class in South Africa The soft left groups who readily support anti imperialist 
armed struggle abroad ( FMLN. ANC. etc.) are unwilling to support a similar armed strug¬ 
gle on their own doorstep. By calling for an IRA ceasefire, as many of these groups have 
done, they are ignoring the Loyalists, and. more importantly, their British paymasters 
Such spurious ceasefire demands align these groups with the imperialists as such a 
course of action would succeed in crushing all opposition to their occupation of Ireland 
The willingness of the soft left to shift blame from the British government onto the IRA. 
by claiming that the IRA are keeping the communities apart, ties in with the state s 
attempts to vilify Republicans by portraying them as the root of the problem and that 
their elimination, both politically and physically will provide a solution 
The claim that the IRA will never succeed is belied by the fact that every attempt at a 
state sponsored settlement is in fact an anti Republican settlement, brought about by the 
the IRA s campaign and it s continued support among working class nationalist commu¬ 
nities The IRA does not expect to achieve an outright victory but states that it will be a 
catalyst for a peaceful settlement acceptable to both communities, once they have 
achieved their stated aim of British withdrawal and Irish self determination. 

T he current attempts by the soft left to attribute a good bomb, bad bomb label to IRA 
actions shows gross hypocrisy The current IRA campaign in Britain, the largest 
and most successful one yet is a financial and political embarrassment to the 
British It has highlighted to the international community that the heart ot the British 
I establishment is open to attack The cost of the bombings has frightened the financial 
community, who see their profits literally going up in smoke The bombing of economic 
targets is a revolutionary act 

The banner ot Feniamsm was upheld by the stalwart hands ot the Irish working class of 
the day as the military organisation ot the same class today is the only body that without 
reservation unhesitatingly Announces its loyalty to the Republican pnnciple ot national 
freedom tor which the Fenians stood (James Connolly) 

The British capitalists must be shown that they are not immune from retribution while 
their political mouthpieces, the politicians, continue their campaign of murder and 
repression in Ireland Would Lenin Trotsky or even Durutti hesitate to strike against the 
capitalist state 7 Connolly certainly wouldn t. he accepted the need for military action to 
achieve the aims of the militant working class His socialist message was not subsumed 
I by nationalism, as the soft left would have us believe, but was a highlight of the aims of 
the 1916 rebels, responsible for the socialist strand in the republican movement 
The soft left s continued references to Sinn Fein s error in pandering to the SDLP to form 
a pan nationalist alliance would be a valid criticism if only they were willing to attempt to 
build a viable alternative Rhetoric about workers unity is empty unless genuine social¬ 
ists are willing to undertake a serious anti-imperialist campaign against the British occu¬ 
pation of Ireland both in the military and political spheres and to end the discrimination 
and hardship that has ensued from this Mass mobilisation will also stretch the enemy 
Red Action reiterate that the primary atm of any anti-imperialist struggle is the education 
and mobilisation of the working class against the imperialists if real working class unity 
and a 32 county socialist republic are to be achieved. We also state that the military cam¬ 
paign of the IRA. a working class volunteer army, is part of that anti-imperialist struggle 


















power had effectively been estab¬ 
lished throughout toe areas hatd 
by the Republic Yat the decisive 
move lo estabfcsh mechanisms of 
WKltf pouucai Ouivum • I IWIP 
system • wara blocked by tha 
anarchist's insistence on operat- 
xig solely through toe trades union 
bureaucracies. Tha power vacu¬ 
um could not continue. Tha 
Catalan stale apparatua. under as 
president Companys, began to 


Kurt Landau, the POUM liaison 

0 mC 8 f w lowgn aissfoeru com- 

munist alamants. summed a up: 
The revolution dd not seas 
stats power, bo the old stele 
apparatus was nd dsstroysd. but 


Tha Catalan state • tha 
GenerMdacr -began to take over 
functions previously controlled by 
tha Madrid government Customs 
posts, tronber guards. N railways 
and tha docks, tha Bank of Spain, 
al became subsumed under tha 

Generakharl. without oppoeitton 

from tha metthwts An unstable 
form ol dual power rested. which 
In the absence oI a determined 
poMical agenda on toe part of toe 
anarchist leadership, could only, 
in time, be resolved one way 
L*ideu prodded tost 
The Council of the Qenerelltet 
wee e mature ol a bourgeois gov¬ 
ernment end an orga nisa tion of 
duel power. . Such e combnedon 
cennot lest. Ether the revdurion- 


asperate rNRtta. Tha Generated 
predctably opted for a convention- 
afty structured army. wMh officers 
of unknown political persuasion 
appointed from above Tha ooro- 
munwts and socialists, now uMad 
in the PSUC (United Socialist 
Parly of Catalonia), supported toe 
government. The communist poer- 
tton was toat "potriod ejusdnerm 
between comrades' would have to 
wait upon the successful conclu¬ 
sion of the war. The entire revoiu- 
ttonary process was to be put on 
hold ‘untN toe war was won' 

The communist's pr e ferred strate¬ 
gy was piecemoal Wltratton of tha 
existing government apparatus 
They dissolved their own 5th 
Regiment into toe state s ‘PopUtor 
Army’, which subsequent formed 
its political centra. Tha 
Generated mads toe llrat moves 
towards disarming tha anarchist 
mMttamen organised in toe ‘con¬ 
trol patrols' which had replaced 
the pokoe units It deseted in tha 
taoe of fierce resistance from tha 
CNT rank and Ha. 

The revolutionary momentum at 
toe base of the workers' organisa¬ 
tions was aW a force to bo reck¬ 
oned with, but was to a steadily 
increasing extant, becoming out of 
step with the party-bureaucratic 


because, whoever exercises it. 
octaiorsTHp ts mo msetsm 
For toem. this applied equally to 
tha detatorship of tha daaa. 

Fraru Borkeneu. author ol a con- 
tempory account much admired 
by Orwel, explored why: 

The attitude ol the CNT ts expires- 
ble by the tact that it holds tha tec- 
tones through its powerful trades 
unions orgenrseeon, am mat sow- 
et electlone codd contribute ndh- 
ing to its power, but would, 
inevitably, give every drier party a 
chance to lest Its strength m the 


opposed joining the bourgeois remained as I herd drat known A 
government Even ha t o MonaMesd General and private, peasant and 
tha move: miktia man. stdl met as equals. 

w —-a --inrtn UMI everyone drew the same pay. 


SSL""* 'the anti-st 
ministers, 

treat had 


same food...there was no boos 
dees', no menial dess, no beg- 
gars, no pneritutea, no Iter yen, 
no priests, no boot-hddng, no cap- 
touching I wee breaming ire at ol 


SmI* police pre 

160 000 The • 
anarchists pflSOfl gOV€ 


From toeee events. It was a short 
slap to tha formal dissolution of 
tha 'dual power’ of the Antt-Faaciet 
Committee on October 1. Ha sub- 


Morrow. writing in 1938. believed 


ary totces w# lake power.or tha 
Stalinists and their atles wdl cre¬ 


ed a botagode government.' 
Landau warned: 

There is no greeter danger tor a 
revolution than a long period ol 
itmyfmuOfi wnas* urn pfOfmmnml 
rmmn*j oy n mm, rwnwns 
bom selling sms power.During 
a period of stagnation ever 
Increasing numbers ol workers 
relapse Irom a condkron d activity 
to one d passive expectakon' 

He touches hare on a refrain 


ta. Landau continued to insist that 
The substantial loft wing of the 
CNT and FAI..has no faith in 
bourgeois democracy, or the revo¬ 
lution from above. and a a revoke 
lionary force d ire greatest htstor- 
reel stgnlficance The POUM hers 
the task d tegmmlng the revolu¬ 
tionary forces on the basis d a 


spectrum of tooee Involved In toe 
conflict on toe aids of tha revoiu- 
oonary left toe coneast oeiween 
•ta revolutionary wi and pracHoa 
of the rank and We. and the hesi¬ 
tation and opportunism of their 

The crucial question centred on 
tha netore of tha mMaa. A CNT- 
FAI bulletin (CNT- anarchist 
trades union; FAUIbertan 

Antrcnm Motfiwxi, rvprMMi* 


The CNT leadership kept the 
POUM at arm's langto, refusing to 
alow any of Its unions to tsl under 
POUM control, distrusting any 
form of marxism. 

The pro c e ss of polticai aseimNa- 
•on to toe existing state apparatus 
of toe bourgeow republic was fate¬ 
fully extended At a meeting of the 
federations of the Catalan Njertart- 
ana, toe anarchist leader, Garda 
Other confronted Ns members 
"Either we collaborate or we 
impose a dictatorship. Make a 


Tha Catalan CNT held a masting 

iqS-i ranrw m ■ rrfaHi — » In 

from wnen r#prw#manv8» noni 
other regions were excluded 
They decided to join toe Catalan 
stats administration, but toe 
decision secret, vvnee continuing 
oppoee prang vie Maona gov¬ 
ernment. the Catalan CNT then 
sprang its surprise: three anar¬ 
chists aocapled posts in the bour¬ 
geois state apparatua of the 
Qensraided In the arbitary anar¬ 
chist fashion, one of them was 
simply because ha was 
passing by as tha names were 
being chosen! As cover for this 
stupifying about turn, in which 
‘anarchiots' ware to exercise poW- 
cal authority m the name of the 
state, tha Generalitat was 
renamed the Regional Defence 
Council 

Three weeks later, in mid- 
October, the anarchists 
announced that four CNT minis¬ 
ters were joining toe central gov¬ 
ernment of the Popular Front in 
Madrid. Bortsnstoin's scorn was 
wet marked: 

The anti-statists were irons- 

• - - - - ^ i—* - —- t - * w. , hunfL 

Jormec wno fTMuStmu, uw DOnWr 


Catalan state. The leader of the 
FAI excused the capitulation by 
explaining how the anarchists 
were Tdd lima and time again that 
to get arms we would have to 
ebendon the Ann-fascist Mmas 
Commutes and enler tie govern¬ 
ment" Despite arguing for the 
preservation and broadening ol 
the 'dual power’ of the 'Anti- 
Fascist Committee' through the 
election of worker delegatee, toe 
POUM. having once Mowed tha 
anarchists into the Generalitat 
government, then eoqmes ce d in 
tha dtoeoiutlon of the Committee 
Elements in the POUM opposed 
all these developments. Solano 
regarded aboWon of tha commN- 


"A angle e xa mple, in POUM con¬ 
voked Industrial towns me Lsrida 
or Gerona. d delegatee ste el ed in 

every factory and shop, joining 


patrols and the mUlea to create a 


tuncrion as toe ruling body d tie 
area, would have electrified 
Catatonia and Intlatad an idsrttcal 
process everystoste." 

Tha POUM leadership, however, 
conspicuously failed to put into 
practice Rs slogans caing lorthe 
formation of any such over-arch¬ 
ing form of workers’ powar. 


over toe entry of too tour mHels r s 

«-*- » * - -» -«-*--* xx - 

tm> ww Maona government now 

wars tha anarchist ministers any 
afferent from the leaden of otoer 
reformist or patty bourgeois fee 
(tons? But tha real target of the 
communists remainad tha Inde¬ 
pendent mantlets of the POUM 
Only La Bataila. the POUM s 
national paper, and tha CNT 
paper La Noche. run by toe bol¬ 
shevik anarchist' group, tha 


■Frtends of Durrutt'. cnsciaod toe ( 


Stalinist counter-revolution 


tee as a "tremendous mistake." 
He still excused his own parly. 


Tha communist s had mads theirs. 
While the Spanish Central 
Committee opposed entry Into toe 
Madrid government, Moscow 
insistGa in nn« wim me oogma 
that only the completion of the 


terrorists Into prison 
governors. Of course Durruti. 
Aeceeo and thousands d name¬ 
less heroes win. like the Pahs 
Commune, remain forever 
inscribed In t» hearts d t* pro¬ 
letariat; but as for the policy of 
the .so-cated leadership d the 
CNT. it was grossly reformist, 
petit-bourgeois and objectively 
criminal towards the proletariat 
sndrits revolution." 

WH 6 O 8100 ooeno, wv 0 w 

the POUM's militant youth wing, 
the JCI. alleges that the POUM 
suggested forming a bloc with toe 
CNT; toe CNT refused 
fThe CNT] had toe mess d work¬ 
ers. It wea a tremendous popdar 


The CNT must bear the responsi¬ 
bility We didn 't carry enough 
w&gnt $o prwYmw n Happening 
The rank and file on the other 
hand, refuaed to daaofve tha'con¬ 
trol patrols' which continued as 
independent powers The 'dual 
power’ on tha streets was stW a 
reaMy At tha front DumiM and Ns 
man kept true to toe apocalyptic 
anarchist faith. Told by a 
Canadian joumakst that even it 
the anarchists were victorious, 
toey would be sitting on a ptta of 
runs, DurruS replied 
www nmVw always nvwQ f? wnmri9 

and holes In toe well - we shall 
know how to aooommodsSe our¬ 
selves for a time We can also 
build. It Is we who built the 
palacea and dries here in Spein 
and America and everywhere. 
We. toe workers can bukd dries to 
take tost place The bourgeoisie 
may blast and ruin their world 
betoretosy leave toe staged his¬ 
tory But we carry a new world in 
ovhearts" 


Altar toe republican victory in toe 
battle for Madrid, tha unity 

--* - • l.. iia ■-*« — ■*— -- 

•nVOTOK j Uf M ttTwnWBi uvMl 

of toa taadat forces receded, and 
was soon replaced by open antag¬ 
onism between the revolutionary 
forces and tha consorvsttsm of toe 
state and Its communist allies. 
Orwel says toal 

•From about February 1937 
onwards the anarchists and the 
POUM could to some extent be 

* **- - - a 

iL/mpeo rixjpjTw 

Tha oommuraats became toa new 
party of law and order' Tha ideo¬ 
logical indecisiveness of tha 
socialists drove many into tha 
arms of tha communiet a . By tha 
and of 1996, toa Communist party 
numbered 250.000. Of these toe 
German dissident communist. 


Moscow purges and show trials h 
Even the CNT later deowned La I 
Noche's article. Morrow fait toat I 
"wrih no etd from toe POUM teed I 
ershrp, a genuinely rsudkAtonary i 
current was crystallizing in the r 
Friends of Durruti and the v 
Libertarian Youth. If the POUM 1 
was ever to strike out Indepen t 
dsnriy d toe CNT teedsrWNp Ms r 



lass than a third ware tormar oom- 
munists. Tha communist leader, 
Jose Oku. revea l ed that 76,000 
wore peasanr propoeiors. ana vai 
over 25.000 belongsd to toe urban 
middle classes By June 1997, 
membership was up to 400.000 
Tha communists had baoome tha 
party representing the property 
and tsars of toa petty bourgeoisie. 
They formally rec o gnised the fact 
by forming toa GEPCi (Federation 
or omsemnen) wmen gave cover 
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one side the CNT. on the other emu Ire' Franco was won; on tho other 

aide. toe poke* Ihevenopertcu- At ths critical juncture, with toe* hand tho workers had come hlo 
tor kwo lor the idee k ea d 'worker' militants on the barricades. the the streets and the POUM leaden 


the POUM Orwell etc^atn 
"On tho anarchist 

wee almost certainly sponta should at least be taken with an the revolution s leaders 

■ SB wjo Sj£| Wfe, neous, for <t was an affair manly eye to future negotiations The A sense of sheer political self- 

of the rank and file The people anarchists refused They 1o*d the preservation should itself have 
came into the streets and the» aspired firmer leadership from the 

i political leaders \ 

i ^^B ^^BiV tor**. ordHnotkkowetaT radical ■ then we'll confront the weakness of its leadership, the 

Bortenstein too. was careful to PUSC* POUM was the man target of the 

dWnguwh the poMicaJ weakness The anarchists thanked the communists, and amongst the 

i wee the momentT *»ve m ratio to party strength entrenched Keeff to toe Chamber of the POUM lops from strong POUM leaders for coming over. POUM. its youth wring (JCI) in per¬ 
il The POUM may now have num- Altheir conference In Mwch 1937, of Commerce point, ho courage and dovokon of saying that. Ts been a pleasant baker, wtveh had steedSy repeat- 

bered to 00.000 members * • the communist leader. Diaz. _ _ «s militants * These POUM mill- evenmg together ’ ed to cate tor the establishment of 

1 genuine ‘mass mlnorCy' party. But praised the bourgeois rapubkeww The May Days ** were Joined by the legsnduy The anarchist leaders. Garcia an assembly baaed on the com- 

it as Me as April 1997, the POUM lor joining the tMFMecfet mow* Friends of Dumitr They con- Oliver and Federica Montseny, mMaos Andrade posits out: 

, Central Committee was advocat- ment hand In tmid wkh the pmle- The oommunMs made their move slated of a group of ex-Durruti caught by surprise by the uprtong. The revolution in Spam began 

» mg the tormaNon of • government tartar. He denied that the oommu- at the beginning of May. For some eckamata vtoo had refused to be broadcast an emotional appeal to juet as Stalin's crimes were begin- 

h which would include represents- nists stood in opposition to the time it had been apparent that Tnatartied' by the stale and hsd their followers to lay down their mng to be known The POUM 

j toss bom the oommunMs and th» church The moat rousing speech- anarchist operators in the tele- returned to Barcelona Their pro- arms and return to work. Andrade, represented the new revoktonary 

a republican m as were saved tor tofecks on toe phone exchange listened in to po eel teas that a provisional revo- a top POUM leader, was at the current that could etem the 

• The oommunMs Aral strike was to POUM. The POUM oonbnued to calls. During one call between kAonery cow* should be formed CNT headquarters at toe time: Stalinist tide, it challenged the 

0 manoeuvre the POUM leader denounce toe 8MtoM regime and Azana and Company*, the tele- from among* toe combatants on The CNT militants were so tun- Comintern and the Sonet Union, 

i Andres Nln. out of the demanded the supercesaion of phonist interrupted teMing them the barricades Bortenstein con- ous that they puted out their pis- That was why Stain had to llquh 

9 Generelidad. He resigned in bourgeois democracy In Spain. To that toe Inee should be used for Mdered that they were evolving, lota end shot the radio . They were date the party ' 

a December 1936. The reoonsMut- outsiders, toe POUM were trotoky- more Important business then however akmty. towards revolu- absolutely furious ■ and yet they By May 1937. there was no ques- 

1 - ed Catalan government now lets, but Bortenstein. himself a chats between the two preskfento! tionery marxism' Morrow sup- obeyed ' tion that a showdown with the 

I. included four wtarchist ministers member of ths trotskyist On 3 May. the chief of police ports We: Units of the Durruti ooiumn. which communists was on its way The 

« (one of whom was Abed de 'Bolshevlk-Lenlnist* lection, entered toe Telefonica building The Frienda of Durruti were was preparing to march on only question was whether the 

lr SenUMan of the ‘eaAeme lefT FAI). regarded them as -rabid ant-trot- and announoed ha was taking K organised to wrest leadership Barcelona, obeyed the leaders**) POUM leadership would ever 

I. No pmloit was made at toe txpul- skyrtes" It made no Afference to over. The anarchists on duty from the CNT bureaucracy In the and remained where they were summon the resolve to make a 

h sion of tha POUM. although tha tha Stafcrwts Diaz denounced toa opened Are Irom tot second floor, last days of April, they plastered POUM front line elements were fight of It or be content to be efcrro- 

rt anarchists continued to quarrel POUM as. The dvi guard appeared together Barcelona with their slogans an only deterred from marching by nated quwtfy By refusmg to back 

1 with toe communist's cfrtvetocerv 'agents of taaciam. who hide wtoi FAI chiefs. A crowd gatoered open break with the leadership tha threat from tha communist tha fighting stance of its militants 

0 trallse control of tha army and toemeehee behind he pretended outside; factories were informed These slogans included the head of the Aragon air force, that on the streets, the POUM tops 

n industry in tot hands of the stole slogans ot revolutionaries to carry by telephone end downed tools, oaeanbal ports of a rvvokAonary they would be bombed from the threw away the last chance of 

out their toe workers occupying their work- programme: at power to the work- air If they proceeded On May 5. saving themselves and the revo- 

WP mllnhnmtP nr WP imnnse major mis- places or etee converging in the hg dess, end democratic organs the anarchist leaders came to an lution 

Wt l utuwuruit Uf WK impute tf mainttrw(g of the workers, peasants and arrangement with the The counter-revolutionary ele- 

nrchin MnltP n rhnirpf* kgenta of The POUM. the Friends of DumA combatants, as the expression of Generakdad; toe existing admass- merits on the contrary, communist 

ui 3 flip, inunc u inc/stc. ouremmiea and ths smell Trotskyite ho workers power.' tration resigned and a new one ano bourgeois, had shown that 

‘c# 1x>n/1cr\ in our own 'Botehevik Lefwssr group took 19 Th * Fn * nd8 o( Durruti however, installed Sporadic firing in the they were able to combine to 

dl ItUUtr) county” positions Within hours, all the carried little weight with toe CNT streets continued The basis still enforce a common agenda 

pf/ifi'pfc fmerAimui// iwxitx DleiwMnot political organisations were an neighbourhood defence commit- existed on the streets for a Attacks were renewed on the 

• SliulSaS Were UurlSJOrtfleO IJllO up In armed presence on the streets, tees, who were the driving force 'POUM-CNT-FAI revolutionary remaining collectives On May 13. 

„ t t toeemottons An Italian trotekyiat. Domenico behind tha meat mobkiaetion on workers'front' At a joint CNT- tha government once again 

S, me oomo-inrowers into of the Sedran, described what hap- toe barricades. Morrow again con- POUM committee. Solano ordered toe surrender of all arms 

s ^ ^ moment the pened: flrmsthet: deecribed how toe order had been The communist SIM (Military 

rejects , ifle terrorists Into communists 'after the first day of protest -he workers werepounngMo the given to march to toe centra of Intelligence) set up a network of 

„ sjry-j—, .... .v now insisted demonstrations by the working local centres of he CNT-FAI and Barcelona, when Nln came on the private pnsons lor interrogation 

wemors... (C/V 1 militant) that the messes on the second day. 4 POUM. armng end bmkkng berri- kne and detention The control patrols 

POUM end May 1937. only a minority ol the oadbs. From toe dungeons of he 'He told me not to give the were dosolved on 7 June In toe 

s «id out of Via hvids of toe worti* Its thousand! of activists, the <9aatdent anarcho+yndKeksts led Nkmra dktakxstxp {1925-39] the order A revolutionary govern- wake of the May Days, the com- 

« ers'eommittoes majority aerving in the frontline by Balius continued the atrug- CNT-FAI have always had therr ment becked by an army and con- munots look over toe deed com- 

y The CommunMi continued their mMas. were Merely FrwiooAt or gM- .The POUM mMants Naoput kxel defence committee s , with a trolling the radio could have mand of the police and army 

k campaign ageinet the workers’ na* spies, wreckers and sabo- i*> reeretance. end for three days tredkon of local initiative So tar explained he situation to he com- Throughout the summer, conven- 

: committees, especially the atilt tours. barricades were erected almost « mere was leadership in the balents at the front; even then, tional court procedures were sub- 

• powerful control petrols. The POUM newspapers and redo sto- everywhere nthecky..’ coming week, these defence com- even if the CNT had unanimously sbtuted for the popular tribunals; 

i breed committees, which had Morn were dosed down. RNAries The communists were by no mkleee provided If agreed with ua. it would have new career prison directors were 

1 nrgentoerl Barceione's food tup- on the streets spilt over into meens guaranteed of a victory. Morrow was convinced that the been a naky aliatr ' appointed to replace the political 

s ply. were abolished by toe com* killings on both aides. On 26 The anarchist forces in the barricades akiance of toe friends The following day. the anarchists nominees Municipal councils 

T munlst minister for food. March the government forbade Barcelona streets renamed a for- of Durruti and the POUM could proclaimed a truce, but refused to replaced aH CNT-FAI committees 

I- Comorera The P8UC slogan pokes units to dectore any pdWcai mktebie adversary heve been crude! return to work In the afternoon. The anarchists themselves were 

e became, 'All power to the affiliations and ordered that all On May 4. street attacks by the The Friends ot DumA had forged fighting broke out once again On stM too numerous to be liquidated, 

e Oermekdacf. but only at a pre- pom* factions Amid htoid over rival tedons aacAetod. ft was July to he front, oakhg upon the CNT 7 May the CNT leadership once m any case, although si June toey 


Shoot the Radio! 
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Gocxge Orwell, Civil War veteran and author of 'Homage 
to uataiorua working ai ms nome m Islington aner ms 
return from Spain. 
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»f®iO 0 ni 8 f doczq, oescnooo now 
tht communist run St Ursula 
camp at first hold nationalist 


SPANISH PRACTICES 
comi—pfwoMWtewouiWtei 

confessions' Ths communists 
said ha was in Baffin. Ths com¬ 
munist party and pfaas in Brthun 
and alsawhar# supported tha 
aSegsions against the POUM 
Tortura of other POUM tops con¬ 
tinued in tha Convent of St 
Ursula. the Dachau of npubli¬ 
can Spain' as a POUM survivor 

OvSCnDM II. AnOtD#f GISSlMnl 

communist, tha German worker 


sympatoMre 

'Soon, however, tha pictura 
changed completely Tha Pour 
geots atomsnfi greduady gamed 
thetr teeny Active fascists ware 
also released Proletarians look 
their place, long-standing mam- 
ban ot toe soaaket party, synch 
cabsts and POUM members' 
Foreign sympathisers with tha 


POUM. Kurt Landau among 
•tarn, ware murdered in obscure 
circumstances. During tha 
autumn and winter of 1937. 
POUM rank and file militants 
ware executed after hearings 
before oommunM courts mortal. 
Around 1.500 were held in «w 
mow rnion mi vaieocia ina 
leaders of the CNT stood by. 
Whan the communMi began too 
persecution of the Friends of 
Dumb and 'extreme' stsmams of 
the FAI the CNT leaders, in 
Bortenslsin s words, ytermUted 
he persecution of .even as own 
mdtenas’Not sadshed. the CNT 
Tops launcnea uwr own wncn 
hurl BortsnsSsin re c ord s ; 

*/n spite of anarchist ultra 
democracy'...the regional 

l/vfffrn/Mvu 09CP0w0o.r0 9M^wt 

kom he CNT at the members of 
he Friends Of Dump because 
they told the truth about the 
treachery ol the CNT leader¬ 
ship,.: 

The Spanish revdubon was aye- 
tamadcafly butchered not by tha 
nationalist forces, but in the 
name of communism' itself 
wmn iw rranoow Forces nnany 
took over in March 1939. only the 
corpse of the revolution 
remained. An American trotskyist 
who interviewed escaping ravth 
tuMonartes in France, wrote; 

The tough veterans who had 
grimly stuck out two and a had 
yam* ota bloody and losing a# 
werenl lighting lor any abstract 
oonoapt of democracy, and seen 
lees lor he maintenanc e of capt- 


imnm . I ncneo tnio gruogtngty 
accepting tha abandonment ol 
the struggle lor sodakam. Until 
he war la won ' they suddenly 
saw at last how he y ha d bean 
t rap ped and tricked Into lighting 
ha bams of heir dess enemas, 
and realised hat whoever won, 
rna opmntsn workers nmo iosi 

And he heart and tght went out 
of hem ' 

In March 1939. tie communist 
leadership airlifted itset out of 
the way of tw victorious natorv 
alist forces and out of Spain, 
leaving Ms rank and tea mtants 
to be arrested imprisoned and 
executed. It is worth recalling 
looay mvi mere are sun mose 
who cal thameetees ‘rtvokjbon- 
ary socteftts or even ‘mandate', 
who defend the SteMat regime 
and te intemaSonal agencies as 
a (degenerate!) ‘wortwra state'. 
The hteloty of tw Spaniah revo¬ 
lution from July 1935 to May 
1937. offers a devastating insight 
into uif reaimes dvtihXj uiW9 

claims 

But the most striking lesson of 
as, ts me treecnerous potential 
inherent in tw structure of a rev- 
duNonary orgsnweSon where the 
leadership, the executive or 
‘Central Commtteee, are insutef- 
ed torn tw inilotve and control 
of tw rank and Me memberehip. 
Ths epitome of anarchist organr- 
safton. its extreme wing, the FAI, 
operated, in Morrow’s words. Is 
mgrvy centraseeo parry appara¬ 
tus through which S maintained 
control of the CNT' 


Where wider dsmocraNc mecha¬ 
nisms wire not in place, a dosed 
and secretive web of control 
inevitably grew in Its place. 
Despite al tw trott about auton¬ 
omy and freedom, the tens of 
twueands of anaiohW «M 
were raanfputoled by an unac¬ 
countable, undemocratic and 
corrupt leade rsh ip of tw CNT. 
from a position where twy pos¬ 
sessed total control over the 
areas which were at tw heart of 
tw fevaUton. to one of paaakm 
acquiescence In tw oow n untel 
run counter revolution. 
Bortenslsin tefte how, after May, 
The rank and Ike of he CNT R- 
etady hated he anarch* leader- 

snip, even m# mioow CMOr9S 

tafkad wfh contemp t about ha 
Regional CommShe' 

The position of tw POUM was 
Me bottv. The mMtency d tw 
‘POUMtetes’ at tw front and on 
the barricades could not be 
rransmmea mrougn me went* 
vfc* party studure to ths POUM 
leadership Throughout lls short 
history, tw POUM tops corwis- 

*-XX- -X--«-x M- --x mi - 

lenoy oeveiopeo me correct «ne 

U imim-X- nhiartli i h ■trm Aft 

■I meory. on»y to oDyvCny Dewy * 
in practoe. The dosed and unao- 
oountebte cental oommttee and 
execulve dvaitod tie mvoMton- 
ary impetus d tw working class 
militants - and its own pro¬ 
gramme • at each dacidva Mto- 
turs. Sincere mandate and par- 
sonafty courageous thou^i moat 
of the POUM leaders certainly 
were, tw deteeration s of a com¬ 
mittee can never harness, expo- 


rtenoe, or even assess tw revo¬ 
lutionary passion of a mass 
movement that alone decides tra 
suooaas or tenure d a tevdulon- 
ary attempt 

IntwdetwraSorwdwtooteted 

'centre' of individuals that 
una voidsdytestntote test tom 

turn of the maos movement, tw 
revolutionary 'moment' will 
always appear premature, ^oo 
risky” or 's&mrhiridf. For R Is tw 
collective momentum ol the 
mass movement alone that 
transforms a soctof crtete into a 
social revolution Where this too- 
tor Is nd directy expenenoed. t 
remains out d the equation of 
social forces pondered by the 
individuals composing the 
Cental Committee’ Tha conse¬ 
quence is twt in all situations, 
the equation will appear to be 
baianoed in favour d tw counter 
revolutionary status quo. Tha 
iwtoiiwMI irwancto d tw Cental 
Committee wd always therefore, 
tend to dominate over its revolu¬ 
tionary impulses In the singularly 
few eMoeptton a to tw rule, as in 
tw March Acton* d tw German 
Communist KPD d 1921. the 
pendulum swings eddy tw other 
way. and the initiative of the 
Paity executive is left standsd 
by the absence d support from 
reel social forces. Tha leeeon to 
be drawn from the Spanish 
events by socialists today, la 
above all. the necessity of 
unconditional democracy within 
tw revotoHonary organisation 


THE TAIL WAGGING THE DOG! 


^feaudey Jeer M sew tht team of FJiaburgh com* to a rteed- 
V f tUL The seals of the di sru ption, had beam predicted by the 
LJergeehen of the stank, reded te eesuaemerele the 125th 

^tx e coasogumcc of the search betas beaeed for the seco^sd year ew* 
stag by dte fashion Regio n al couacil police mounted a huge opera¬ 
tion to smother aay public display of defiance by the Jaam ConaoUy 

r _ --i /-Ji- J te-li..-/-J - -1 _Wr xl. . -ix-.-x— - 

,WI wfV, fW yflliM. t IHiCf were J0wewm 90 fMf ffy Ms Cmy (sfwv QewU 

aed a total of forty eight people were arrested ia subsequent coa • 



RepubUcanl (A convenient beats t 


and "VWw potted realty 
mao I ryes to, is that wl 
par- I toyatem te not ar 


To add iatah to ia/mry, the labour controlled council, then appr ove d 
am application to march just two weeks later from the Independent 
Loyal Orange Lodge on s timiior route to dm denied to the rtpub h 
cons. 

Ths telter moreover, an organtoa M o n whose mein claim to tenw te 
Ns pubic and urwbasfwd atsglanoo to the dasto squads d the UVF, 
an outfit that stMl reveres tw deranged aerial Utsr Lenny Murphy. 

This resulted In • rate revered. White tw teNtel 


The HeraW went a ash further 
m boon on attempt m btoctoem 
out The council rightly wiehee to avoid he 

Betore you can eey tomorrow 
In their eim end he march is 




ehort Loyahet $ym- Connoty Society Intended to 

Iw Dundee. Ai t^r^t mrrsrstr of tti^i iroo uoloo 

i been a prom i nent orgswleer. In Dundee Involved In 

Ah -»- |ti i ri iXi — ‘-* i-—■ 

™ *FM tnfvUyl "MViwMi MTU W mm RIVlnVMI 

tome the In many c onbontetons with tw poftce over tw use by tw employ- 
teopile he end scab labour. So twre wore ctear htetoric e i paratste wNh tw 
la grasped conSsntpors^y sllueiion. The oo^rvs^ter responded by saying they 
he would be' unwel c ome Peel march, two members d Ths Connolly 
by Society, having boon MsnMted as repubteans, ware ordered off 9w 
do, Mnere Gate by (he poftoe on 9w expftoN kwlrucdone d NUM gsnsr- 
i i 

So you then had a situation where a march per - 


tw tecMhel eNdte tw motve offered by tw 

i W order tteket inST.Nwes 
OVfflly pollHcgl |yy Foe 


i (•) hm 
the holding d a 
procession by 


Counck to Intact 
part d tw problem ratwr than pwt 


log the Connofty Commemoration 99, began as ter back as Aprs 

- ■ _ -X- -X ^^-X X -X-l- A- .1- -X^X A_ -XX-4 - 4 .. AX. 4.- 

fTiuiin • aay ot rwo mewon oang aoto ai ocooano, carrying via ovr 
rwr heedtrw Wt MARCH IN EUN8UR0HI', The Sun informed Ns 
readers ”fhef pro-republlcent heve vowed to defy eny ben". 
Councillors wore said to be perticuterty inconeod', as the James 
f ee yef nd even made e formal eppticetton! 


ceived to be sectarian only by Loyalists is banned, dtwedubonie dcoureer 
and its counterpart perceived to be sectarian by 
everybody bar Loyalists is licensed. The first one E "" 

largely bigot free the latter undoubtedly bigot only. 


perceived ee 
sectarian' 

(JCS7) would 

likely promote Intolerance (b) That sectarian murders 
(Cpi .Dickson?) have In pressed public revuleion at prooeeelons- (c) 


Against Terrorism, opened Ite 
wet . Accompanying copier of the 


Red Acdones 


on he Left end eurround he me etve e In e cuh ot 
vtotenca S R Important lo node hm Red Action ueea vtelence, or 
he hram of h net hmt agakwt he neorttert right but egainm heee 
whom S dhegreee wfh on he Left In eny eaee Rs euppert for he 
MA le weS documented. M In • ctear attempMo counter tw RA esfi 
tor e nedonel mobMidlnn, by "hdMdume from every party muf no 
I at tw LefL and ckcutet- 
^ woa aa atal* 

ed, "Is fsofsfe Vw Connofty Poddy end Red Acdon.' In a further 
attempt to tow confusion a K. Mutwrtord insisted In • teder to 9w 


by twpubtcd large to promote 
els by Red Acdon.) The 
nduptotw 


ed Labour tor eating out Heprtneh 
ptee.” In reality the problem arose 
they refused to do so. Regardless of the c ondem n ation 
tone d tw press end Ns own party, (The Labour Party Ir1ah 

hinrdTI U ifix/i iitebcji Mb Mta s jumiu Jittu nf flnenrieJ r net TW^ rum 
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simply from toe tad that Ns 





being c cnteetsd. Te do dherwtee te to dtow toe Isr-rtgM to set toe 
agenda. This ie as true for Edinburgh as I to tor I 
no longer the issue. There has been a subtle shift In 
apparently undstoctod by the Nbsrd left In *2 

te public order, but by tl ttw issue of tod toey tee! tw rwod to be coy i 


Once the JC8 had _ Pwor^ 
erdten. and keie nd , has 
n some form of letters of 


Is bigotry. Nor Is N ttw case 
K. Martin 0 Nate HP. and for¬ 
te ttw Times reoentty, 
Is e hot bed of i 


tftotogs being equal Le. ttw toy*** 

of disruptio n'to ttw c ommunity wee eireody guerenteed The sponsorship m oompteto dteanay. after • 

i • i'iterator, jcs counter demo tam weeks Msr, prmdd- by Orsnge confrontation with republicans/anti-fascists in 

Princts Street Tha march was held up for 40 

minutes Thart wart ten arrsate. 


ttw auqptose of he Jbmes Connody SoctsSy is In tect controlled by 
Red Action, a group appallad from ha WNR In im duo Id heir 


Connofty In a tetter to TTw Hereto “as e be cke t a bblng religious 
bigot Rutherford N later ttvwpbad Is both an aooompttcs d James 
On and a regular contributor te ttw UVF nwgsttrw Tha Rad Hand. 
Smdl world, is long betore ttw coundl was duo to mad on ttw 1«h 
dltoy to dtecuee ttw march eppftceion ttw bai 
been drawn up along tradWond Hnee of Right and Lett or to N 
eeewwd. Neverthdees, N ceme ee eomettdng ef s eurprtee vftwn ttw 
councWore saw fN to Invie the tearful sister of s Scots squaddie 
murdered by on IM anfper' to offer her opinion. June Dickson Who 
ft» a dembdng votes' aooordtog to ttw Daily Record told toe moeang. 
These fttw JCS) ere he eeme cowardl y people who Nd up tee mho 
eemy wdb e high powered ride, who dkht give my breher e flgridng 
chance why should hey hen be edowed to march. "The Labour 
eeunoMors, offered took oondotoncoo and bwvwd ttw march. From 
ttw public gaNery a JCS spokesperson denounced the Labour 

x — a fi ft Mb InveJief ma^d Mgxtigi e 1 " Ms tftM Max 

group for wwy 10 mjrvwf w ifatfii pwiiuiv. in ivm ww 
eounett (ueWWd Ns decision to ban ttw oomnwmoralton by dttng 
ttw trouble d ttw previous year, but as Rod Action pointed ‘aff 



tarpon porodvod to bt sectarian by everybody bar Loyal ists te scratch 


Ths Rrsf one largefy Mgd bet ttw 

only. The only 

cd tod If large numbers ef 

mXa. u. tnu maa thxn Mmai amiiM Im 
its any wmi awi tsmy wuwm imp 



Inal 




Ntortd eftdeh N duly mperted Him pedee chlele ret 


convey the 
distinct 

Impression 
dttw that here ai 
to 



of being 10t% pro-Loyallst, •«% ere perceived to be 
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February 1974. many within 


dispatches A 

from a war zone 


This month aaw tha Ulster 
Volunteer Force finally admit 
that their organisation was 
feaponaMa tor tte DuMn and 

linnai^ian KnmhlruT U IAIJ 

Monagnan Donongi m iff#. 

I fit DOrTiDS Tnli 6XpKXj€Kj InBI 

day. 17 May • three in Oubln 
and one in Monaghan • 
daimed 33 innooent lives and 
maimed and injured almost 
300 others No other explo¬ 
sion In the 32 Counties of 
Ireland has claimed so many 
Ives or caused so much injury 
to so many men, women and 
children. Surprising then that 
the only ones who relive this 
horror every anniversary are 
the families of the dead and 
mutilated 

The television programme. 
First Tuesday, who screened 
an investigation of the bomb¬ 
ings, which took many months 
research, asked one vital 
question: did the UVF have 
help in the bombings from 
British Intelligence, namely 
MI57 This question has 
angered British and unionist 
politicians alike who as usual 
have thrown up their usual 
denials of any dirty tricks 
department in the Crown 
armoury Didn't they do the 
same after Death on the 
Rock? 

The truth, yet again, is much 
more complex, though admit¬ 
tedly It leeks the subtlety and 
finesse of the dkty tricks car¬ 
ried on today in the Crown s 
name. Perhaps in those early 
oiyt bOTtsn mtemgenc* vouna 
It inconceivable that the Irish 
struggle would last 20 years 
and more. 

The Royal Engineers 4th 
Survey Troops were based at 
Castledillon in County 
Armagh. In 1998 the British 
government in answer to a 
qussMon as to its role of toit 
troop replied: The role of a 
Royal Enginaar liald survey 
group to provide or process 
aarial photographs, ground 
survey and mapping lor tha 
army as required.* All very 
innocent and above board. 
But an ex-member of this 
troop gives a dearer picture of 
what went on in CastiedWon 
•Wa mm a specialist unit with 
training in surveillance and 
anti-surveillance. silant 
weapons, breaking and enter¬ 
ing We were also trainad in 
waapons lor sabotaga with 
explosives and assassination 
Wa also crossad tha bordar 
with explosives to booby-trap 
arms dumps and tor othar 
missions.* 

Merlyn Rees who was 
Northern Ireland Secretary 
during the time of the Dublin 
and Monaghan bombings 
openly admitted to having 
knowledge ofthis unit and that 
N had his approval. He stated: 
'I would cartalnly not worry 
too much If thay found amts 
burtad m tha ground that thay 
latt tham in a condition that 
would causa harm to thosa 
picking tham up one kves in 
a harsh world.* Al this from a 
man who labelled every act by 
the IRA during his stay in 
Ireland as an ad of terrorism 
ana an aTrociTy 
Mr Rees has admitted then 
that he knew of, and approved 
of. the ads oarrted out by this 
unn. m a concaivaDNj man mai 
he did not know that one of its 
officers. Lt Robert Nalrac, 
later Captain and later still 
awaoutad by the IRA, was run¬ 
ning a group of local terrorists, 
not just gleaming information 
from them as Mr Rees would 
have ue bsieve, but for more 


sources have confirmed that 
in May 1974 Nairac was meet- 
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ing wan ma laaoorsnip 01 ma 
Portadown UVF. the people 

-i. n »1V|a iKa h iiwihinfie 

responsioia for ma Donioing# 
m Dublin and Monaghan. "He 
was supplying them with arms 
and helping tham to plan ter¬ 
rorist acts against republican 
targets .' Three of the UVF 
members he was running, 
both before and after the 
bombings, were Robert 
McConnell, a farmer from 
South Armagh, Harris Boyle, 
second in command of the 
Portadown UVF. later blown 
up by his own bomb during 
the Miami Showband 
Massacre', and a loyalist mur¬ 
derer sti at large and now In 
charge of the Portadown UVF. 
known as the Jackal. 

These three UVF members 
along with a fourth, Billy 
Hanna, the commanding offi¬ 
cer of tie UVF In Portadown. 
are known to have been the 
planners of the Dublin and 
Monaghan bombings AM four 
were also members of the 
British army's Ulster Defence 
Regiment; a fact known to 
Nalrac and therefore to Rees 
and the British government! 
'...the explosives deto¬ 
nated so efficiently 
there was no residue 
remaining that could 
be traced back to 
source. This indicates 
that the explosive mix 
was consistent and 
had been made up by 
people of a highly 
sophisticated 
level...the loyalists 
were basically pretty 
primitive...' 

Merlyn Rees would have us 
believe that this unit, which 
had his blessing in its duties, 
did not have his permission to 
cross the Irish border, if they 
did so they were acting in a 
rogue capacity Was Nairac 
acting in a rogue capacity 
when he supplied known mur¬ 
derers with arms, ammunition 
and explosives? Or when he 
turned a blind eye to the mur¬ 
ders committed by his 
'sources'? It would appear 
not. The army's top secret 
training manual used by the 
SAS, Counter Revolutionary 
Operations' states: 'They (tha 
SAS) are particularly suited to 
liaison with and organisation, 
training and control of friendly 
guerrillas operating against 
tha common enemy ' the 
friendly guerrillas operating in 
Ireland were perceived by 
Nairac and his masters to be 
the loyalist murder gangs 
When asked by the First 
Tuesday team if loyalists 
would have had the capability 
of a concerted and well- 
planned bomb attack on 
Dublin, Lt Col George Styles, 
former head of the British 
Army's Bomb Disposal net¬ 
work worldwide and who 
served in the Six Counties 
between 1969 end 1972, burst 
out laughing and stated: 'I 
have no high regard of their 
skill in 1974. I don't believe 
thay wars at a level that would 
equate to tha techniques that 
were used in Dublin." 
Commandant Patrick Trears 
of the Irish Army's Bomb 
Disposal Unit agreed with 
Styles: "It was a vary sophmti- 

Coiwu (yf/9rsfr\A »r, >iUnUiry*fypv 

operation " The bombs con¬ 
tained 400 pounds of expto- 
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SJV8S wnen oeioniiw so •fit- 
cientty there was no residue 


remaining that oould be traced 
beck to source. This indicates 
that the explosive mix was 
consistent and had been 
made up by people of a highly 
tophistl a rtsd level 
Hardly the view of loyalist 
Dome- manors nato oy oapiain 
Fred Holroyd, s former under¬ 
cover agent and Informant 
handler with military intelli¬ 
gence In toe Six Counties: m At 
that time tha loyalist bomb¬ 
making capability was pretty 
limited. Thay mainly used 
beer-kegs full of explosives 
with a black powder fuse ... 
Thay waranl as sophisticated 
as tha IRA who ware using 
electrical detonators, trembler 
switches and anti-handling 
devices Thay (the loyalists) 
wars pretty primitive basical- 
*■ 

Lt Col George Styles in his 
report for the First Tuesday 
programme said of the Dublin 
and Monaghan bombs: ”... it 
could be a covert military 
operation by UK armed forces 
... in my view, whrch is based 
on experience of such opera¬ 
tions. this Is extremely unlike¬ 
ly.’So dki trie British army go 
around detonating their own 
devices when they thought it 
necessary? Styles again: 

*"Without getting someone to 
break the official secrets act 
you will never find out about 
operations carried out covert¬ 
ly. It somebody said tome we 
want you to set oft a bang 
tonight so are can go and get 
a look at whatever, and 
because the bang would be 
aSiedloan IRA explosion and 
therefore wouldn't be anything 
other than a regular occur- 
ance it would be unthinkable 
lo an operatio n such as this to 
use anything but captured IRA 
materials'Wei dona George. 
Now we know the reason for 
all the unclaimed bangs which 
get nationalists evacuated 
from their homes in the foMow- 
up operations. It's only the 
lads collecting intelligence 
from our empty homes 
There are many witnesses to 
the fact that British army per¬ 
sonnel and materials were 
behind the 1974 explosions in 
the South. A high-ranking 
member of the RUC special 
branch, five leading loyalists 
from r on®oowfi ( > rvo noiroyo 
and Colin Wallace, another 
ex-Brit spook, have all given 
evidence to the First Tuesday 
investigation Wallace says It 
was behaved by certain peo¬ 
ple at army headquarters. 
Lisburn, that the explosives 
used in the Dublin bombings 
had emanated from security 
force sources Also that the 
planning and some of the 
organisation of that operation 
had been done with the assis¬ 
tance of someone in the secu¬ 
rity force community * 

A lot of British nationals wiH no 
doubt believe that this is all 
speculation or propaganda 
and will ask why would our 
boys do this? Well, usually it 
is at the bidding of their politi¬ 
cal masters as when SAS 
members detonated two car 
bombs in 1972. killing two 
civilians, so as to influence a 
debate in the Dail the same 
day to consider tougher mea¬ 
sures against terrorists The 
car bombs did the job • 
tougher laws were introduced 
The 1974 bombings, however, 
were different It was orders 
given by the extreme right 
within the army itself that 
deemed that 33 lives were to 
be snuffed out. 
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government came to power in 


neaa lowaras reunmeanon 01 
Ireland and give in to the IRA. 
Colin Wallace believed that 
many within the army believed 


the IRA would be undermined: 
'The army seemed in the 
earty days much less involved 


concerned by statements by 
senior Labour people about 
withdrawal from Northern 
Ireland.' By April, Merlyn 
Rees was phasing out intern¬ 
ment, cutting troop numbers 


the army's power to the RUC 
He believed that these poli- 
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by a right-wing faction within 
military intelligence 'tt was a 
section, a unit out of control It 
had no doubt It reflected the 
views of a number of soldiers 
- lets go in a fix this lot - and 
so on. That it went on from the 
Army Information Service and 
those associated with it. I've 
no doubt at aH.' 

On 15 May the loyalist-led 
Ulster Workers Council strike 
brought much of the Six 
Counties to a standstill Our 
televisions were full of pic¬ 
tures of masked men and 
armed loyalists standing toe- 
to-toe with the British army 
without a finger being lifted to 
disarm them Three days into 
the strike, the bombs explod¬ 
ed in Dublin and Monaghan 
There is no doubt in the minds 
of many Garda officers 
involved in the investigations 
following the bombings that, 
even though they supplied the 
RUC with a detailed list of 
suspects picked out by eye¬ 
witnesses. they could not get 
the co-operation of the RUC 
Although officers came North 
with specific details the RUC 
refused to arrest or question 
those involved. One Garda 
officer said. “You were dealing 
with a protestant force and 
there was definitely a lack of 
co-operation. Our investiga¬ 
tion had to end because we 
couldn't get any further In the 
North The well just ran dry * 
Chief Superintendent John 
Paul McMahon who led the 
Monaghan murder hunt wrote 
in his final report: * These 
investigations were greatly 
hampered by reason of the 
tact that no direct enquiries 
could be made in the area 
where the crime originated 
There was no access to 
potential witnesses In 
Northern Ireland and there 
was also the disadvantage of 
not having been able to inter¬ 
rogate likely suspects and put 
them on identification 
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rest be tried by the British? 
Granted, these are only the 
pawns but there is no way on 
this earth anyone could ask 
the British government to root 
out and chastise the right- 
wing officers from their 
peace keeping' army who 
manipulated the murder gang, 
is there? 

I congratulate the First 
Tuesday team for bringing to 
light much of what the British 
establishment would prefer to 
remain buried The pro¬ 
gramme ruffled quite a few 
feathers That is apparent by 
the UVF's admission of guilt 
accompanied by its denial of 
any help Irom British intelli¬ 
gence. It would be well to 
remember at this point that Mr 
Jackson, the Jackal, is still at 
large, despite carrying out 
some of the worst atrocities 
carried out in the name of loy- 
alism. and remembering also 
that he was controlled then by 
Robert Nairac Who is control¬ 
ling him now? Whoever it is 
must have started him rami- 
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Discing wnen iney iokj nim to 
claim the 20-year-old bomb- 

ings 

M. Collins 


Footnote 

It would appear that today's 
Tory government would have 


no qualms about backing a 
loyaiist/unt intelligence oomD- 
ing mission in Dublin This 
week saw Lord Tebbit say on 
Sky News 7 suspect that the 
only thing that will take that 
(Articles 2A3) out of the Insh 
constitution is when the 
bombs begin to blow m Dubkn 
in the way they have been in 
Belfast * Tebbit's sentiments 
were defended and echoed by 
Derry DUP councillor, and 
archbigot. Gregory Campbell, 
who said the remarks were. 
"very understandable What 
he was saying, and we would 
agree with this, was that until 
the people of Dublin get a 
taste ot what Belfast and the 
rest of Northern Ireland have 
been suffering over the last 25 
years, then the Republic's 
government will not look at 
any changes to Articles 2 and 
3.' 

How little things change* No 
doubt this time around the 
technology of the bombs and 
timers will fit perfectly with that 
of the UVF/UDA murder gang 
who will front the operation 
Be vigilant Dublin! England 
expects, and England has 
ways of getting what it 
expects, regardless ot how 
many Insh lives wtH be forfeit 


The RUC Special Branch offi¬ 
cers have stated that they 
were detailed to investigate 
the bombings by their superi¬ 
ors When they were finished 
they had a list of suspects 
which tallied exactly to that of 
the Garda Although they 
passed this information onto 
RUC headquarters they were 
never asked to arrest or inter¬ 
rogate any of the suspects 
Were this atrocity to taka 
place in the Six Counties 
today and were the suspects 
to originate from and flee back 
to the 26 Counties there 
would be a wild hue and cry 
from the British to have the 
perpetrators extradited 
Occasionally I read of people 
being so ridden with guilt they 
have given themselves up for 
atrocities they have taken part 
in in the earty seventies, these 
people are jailed There is no 

SWIM Of NmlWPOn In ItOWiO. 

so why can't the surviving 
members of this murder 
squad be arrested, faced with 
the evidence and made to 
stand trial? Many people 
have been tried and >aiied in 
the 26 Counties for crimes 
alleged^ carried out in the Six 
Counties So why can't the 


Depth Sentence 

Oa Tuesday 4 July, 22-year-old John Mathew*, a I.irerpooi-boni 
Irishman. «h cleared at cawb« an IRA expMon in l^ondoa. join 
waa arrested IS week* prior to Ms acquittal al the home oMda 57- 

uaar^iL4 maaaafl mllA -L -* —* i,,a , rrnaalwfi fnr 11 Lmu* 

jOm'w] Mini, wiio WB aoo uiuhu ana inirttraw jj noun 

after the 3am raid by aimed poker. 

The evidence offered to. and accepted by. (he court against John 
Mathew* rambled at a controversial identity parade aed a damt that 
traces of eipMves were found oa hk hands. It later eaarrged thas 
foreask evidence kivolved minute tram at a substance whkh could 
he found in artkks «uch as the heart laMets hk aunt. with whom hr 


John Mathew* wa hardly whsl one would cal a Me 
activist He lived openly in loadoa. worked under hk own 
ugh FAYE, paid 
and had a hank account 

Letters of character were seal lo the court oa Jsha's behalf by 
Cardinal Cahai Daley and SWJ> lender. John Hukaw, hi addMoa Is 
one written to John Huhae by an RUC 

of having any Mate Is 

John Mathew'* acquittal of the Downing Street bomb was not 
allowed to he eeca a* another Birmingham Six, Guildford Four, 
Judith Ward type of affair outside the court John would not be 
slowed lo strol jubilantly out af the court to vent hk anger on the 


he wa n ar re ats d . taken to the Hgh s erar t t y i 
Station in the hack of an armoured van mi heM there uadi 



ing has cflbcUvcfy pinned a targe* oa John Mathrw'i hack and know- 
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iRCij* of unknowmfiy, Riven loynhu I tie 
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THE BLUEPRINT 
SYNDROME? 


independence of Melons of to class. Mo to poilcai inde- 

oendence of to dess m a whole 

Compare to 'programmes ct prinapie of to conservative ML 


ments in dked action against to fascists, groups suoh as 

_r%__ a am*-._M in- 4.-^-- m -*- + - * 

W(XX0T5 rOW6f Of MHaam GW KX WOrKPrS SOT oerenoe ytlAJfjS 

_a- m— -J- -i--laniirm ' Q/vlk am ISm ifianln fMfil f>/« 

or lor Trade union vttervsneon ootn are ins *oeo»ogtcai itg- 

nrwints of nrouns laekina to (moose their oettv bouraeois 

fllvIMe w» yiVUpO Wvvrviiry IV nlI^A/OU l/VWtywV»a 

visions on realty Evaryons knows tot workers are not, in pre¬ 
sent conditions, going to organise factory ‘defence groups' 
against to fascists, and tot lads union bureaucrats Mi never 
orgsnlM intervention s agslnst to BNP But In to eyes of to 
groups concerned, to does not affect to ‘ oo n a cto e s ’of to 

Ewwnples^of these pcescrtplon s for a feedy made utopia’ 
could be mutilpted The SWP cals for to IRA to dteband and 
for catholc^protastant worker s ian o si to throw to Brfts out 


/ h Ike last Med Action (65) an article by F Gordon hat a 
uctiom that implies that Marx was opposed to the idea 
^a workers' peaty haring a definite programme. This 
it supported with quotations from Man's writings on the 
International Working Mens Association. We (Med Action 
Glasgow I feel that this is only a partial presentation of 
Man’s news on programmes, and that if we look at some of 
his other writings both before and after the formation of the 
IWMA a rather different picture emerges. 

EXAMPLE OF THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO: 


A PROGRAMME FOR RED ACTION? 

(F. GORDON REPLY) 

How does to relate to to Mualon of RA? It doesn't mean of 
course tot tore isn't a need for analysis and dsbats concerning 
to situation, history and prospects of to dess, its (fraction, 
interests end strategy. Numerical domlnanoa in a society, even In 
a bourgeois democratic republic, does not guarantee pofNcal 
dominance or independence. Not every apparent tendency or 
movement within to dess is a TaaT class tendency or move- 


I Everyone knows that to Is not going to happen, and that 
there is not to algtoast chance of R happening. But to does 
not mean that to programme is incorred. The programme is 
always correct. I has been idsdogicaly fine tuned by experts 
The workers of ooutm dorVt folow to programme, but Is sN to 
right programme In resporwe to to closure of to pis. vtrtualy 
to whole of to left cals for a General Strike'. Everybody knows 
that tore Mil to slghtsst chance of a General Strike, and tore 
hasn't been any chanos of R when to SWP etc. has cslsd for 
one a dozen times before But in to utopian visions of to ML 
this doesn't affed to oonednsss of the cal 
The coneervaNve/roformist left a stuck in Ms blueprint eyn- 


ment Not every tadc or strategy has a Rue class oontsnt or to drome'. The blueprint a parted; reality is at fart. What enables 
truly m to interests of the class Debates both within and to left to cany on Ms game, a to conscious dMaion of levoto- 
twtween socialist oraamaabons are mdisoensabie in deckflna ttonarv labour between to menM labour of leedto and (frect- 


"~to Href sfsp In the revolution by to working Claes le to 
raise to proletariat to the position of ruling dees, low*) 
the batbo ct democracy. The proletariat sM use Re political 
tupramacy to wrest by degrees ell capital from the hour- 
goolela to contralleo all Instruments eU production In the 
hands of to state be, of the proletariat orgenieod as to 
ruhng dees, end to I ncre a se the total ot productive forces 
ee rapid* eepoea*M Ot eourm, in the begMngthlo can¬ 
not bo enacted by meant ot despotic Inroede on motif* ol 
properly end the condMone of bourgeois production; by 
mesne ct m easure s , therefore, which appear economlcehy 
insufficient end untenable, by which, in the couree ot the 
movement, outstrip themselves, necessitate further inroads 
Into the old sodal order, end are unavoidable as a means ct 
entirely revdubonleing to mode of production. These mea¬ 
sures will of course be different In different countries. 
Never t hele s s, In the most advanced counties the foRomtng 


toM questions. The programme ct principle' oonlained In to 
Manifesto has long been superseded m both content and form, 
but to class analysis and poMcal phlosophy R oonUns endures 
as brightly as ever. The RA paper carries arMyRcaltooreflcal 
articles, but tws never attempted to formuMe them Into a pm 
gramme of pmaples 

The intend behind Ms practice a correcL To formulate Its own 
programme' would imply that RA a offering, in the style of 
MIRtvit or to SWP, to ad on behal of to dass: toM are our 
proposaa, vote for ua/buNd the party, and we w* implement 
them lor you. On to contrary, RA has always stood for the sal 
emancipation of to ctos. RA doM not ask to maiSM to flock 
to Its own sectarian banner. N puts Rs banner behind to Teal 
movement of the dees’ m whatever sphere R exMs. From to 
point In history that sections of to international working data 
consciously form their own political organisations and move¬ 
ments. and thus represent an independent social force, to 
demand for a conswtsntfy democrati c workers' stats - to dda- 


Ing to revolution, which is to prerogative of to party, and to 
manual labour d revolutionary practice, which is to prerogaRve 
of to working massM R is Ms fnind/body' split. translated from, 
and back into to realm of social forces that creates to totel 
absence of anxtfrietion between to party programme, and to 
action of to dass. Locked up in Its own sphere of btoeprint-torm- 
mg. programme-building, utopia-devising Tnenfar labour, to Ml 
not surprisingly, has completely lost to ability to transform Its 
messages into the ‘menueT activity of to dsM. It hM even loet 
the power to perceive tot this a to cauM of Rs own paralysis 
Fundamentally, this is becauM to conservative left is predomi- 
nantfy composed of petty bourgeois elements. The ‘mindbody'. 
mentaMmanual spRt is uRimately only a reflection of a dass spit 
RA's rots in Ms than, is not to dsvlM a recipe for revolution, or 
dfctate or even to UusprinT a coutm of action to or on bettef of 
the ‘workers', or stW wotm. to ‘masses' It is to analyM to 
forms and ooutm of cIom conflict, and to offer effective solidarity 
in relation to toM elements d to daM where to conMd is 


wm o§ pfwdy gmtmw^y ipp*cmDm~. 

This quote from the Communist Manifesto shows that Mara 
places the idea ct the dictatorship of the proletariat at the 
head of the programme of the workers' parly. And that very 
dearly he propoees the ten-point programme contained In 
the Communist ManHMto as Internationally applicable 
Mara's tan points cfaarty go beyond Gordon's assertion m 
RA 16 that mara laid the emphasis "on Immediate abne and 
pr ac ti c al activism . 

EXAMPLE OF THE PROGRAMME OF 
THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL 

Aa a result of the defeat of the revokteone of 1848 the revo¬ 
lutionary workers movement disintegrated, with activists 
fleeing to America and Britain. By November 1162, Mara 
hod reached the conclusion that there was no point m the 
Communist League continuing, and he proposed that It 
should be wound up. Whan a new workers' movement 
emerged In the 1860s H was under the influence of bour¬ 
geois ideology and premaraiet utopian so c iali s m. Brt due 
to Mora's theoreti ca l and practic a l activtitoe his ideas wars 
already gaining an International reputation. The uniting prin¬ 
ciples were not as Gordon states soiefy around common 
practical objectives. R Is dear that the International drew 
extensively from Mara’s economic writings In Its pro¬ 
gramme on factory legislation, the combination of child 
labour with education, cooperatives, the replacement of 
Indbed tsxM with income tax, and the future trartee union 
movement Thie le a programme, a limited one admitted*, 
but toes limitations wars Imposed by the reactionary tense. 
Nevart h ste ea , It was drawn upon by the drafters of other 

EXAMPLE OF THE PROGRAMMES OF 
CLASSICAL SOCIAL DEMOCRACY 


torship of to proletarM - ovanktes al other partial programmes. 
As Marx put R in 1871: 

from to moment he working men’s dass movement became 
reel, he lentasbculopiaa evaporated.. ’ 

We have seen tot Marx NmasN cals a quasMegwlative lot such 
as the Gotha programme, "a programme of principles’ He 
opposes It to ’an agreement for action against the common 
enemy* or Tan organisational plan for common action' or more 
simply stl. *a programme of action’. Man is »1*tt in treating to 
two as fundamentaly distinct. Wtte le to dllerenoa? Tha pro- 
gramma of ptindptoe ia daoignad to untie al Mite belonging to • 
particular idsdogicai tendency to Join together lor a common pur¬ 
pose. and to exclude tote of other tsndendM • even other dass 
tendencies The programme of adion, on the contrary is 
designed around a specific objective and seeks to unis al ten- 
dendM wlhin to daM in common action to achieve tot objee- 
live, despte dtorencM of principle. 

As part of Rs opposition to ’programmes ot principle’. RA has 
consistently supported •programmes of action’. AFA is to most 
prominent example: what is AFA's programme it not a 'pro¬ 
gramme of action’ - Le. physical and ideological confrontation. 
Considerable energy hM been expended by RA AFA delegates 
in opposing to proposals of sundry mrMonary malingerers 
who have sought to introduce a ‘programme ct principle' into to 
AFA arena. Similarty, RA hM oortestenMy sought to buld an Irish 
Solidarity movement around a programme of action irrespective 
of to principled programnwe and demands of sectarians. The 
industrial Solidarity Network' foRowed a similar path (Airing Rs 
short existence. Noont thought of issuing, in elher csm. a pro¬ 
gramme of prindplM to be adopted and acted on by to work¬ 
ers’. In bolt cases, support wm on after to to existing revoto- 
tionary/progressive movement amongst to ciaM. Even RA's 
statement si to *We are RA'oolumn is not an attempt to sketch 
a programme *i a \*hef is to be done' Myte; R is a simple dMHa- 
tion of RA's praeftoe and theory to dale I is analytical, not pre¬ 
scriptive. The mainspring of al revolutionary activity, inducing 
RA's. must be to convert to existing political oonsdouenoM and 



’being forced to accept as dogmas ideas which may have made 
some sense at a particular time ahich are now only a load of 
obsolete verbal nrbbrshthe reahsbc oudook insMed In our party 
at he cost at Immense effort but now trmly rooted In l is to be 
perverted by means of ideological, legal and oher humbug so 
common amongst the [petty bourgeois] democrats.' 

RA. almost exclusively on to ML is an orgsnisal o n of working 
cteM people R doesn't need s programme' becauM RA is not 
offering to cany out a programme on anyone's behal. Or i some 
people find being ptogrammelees' insupportable, R could be said 
that RA's programme’isprecissly to uncondtitonal extension ol 
democracy to to dass of wtkch «is a part But the ts not a pro¬ 
gramme ofpmople'or even part ot one, since the majority wi ot 
the working people expressed through to institutions of dract 
democracy (soviets, workers councils sic.) supersedes al pro- 
grammM. It is a 'programme' which whan implemented, immed- 
atety dssolvM Reel. The wi of working people in Ms serwe is 
not responsible to anyone or anything beyond itself, R cannot 
theretore 'owe'anyone to fulfilment of a programme. 

Hacks from to Lenimet/Trotekylto traditions w« cal this ‘taring’ 
the cMm; wi option which is available to tom becauM toy are 
not tomsetvM a part of to class Taring' something is only 
poestiie if you are not a part of R For to vanguards and thsir 
hangars on for whom being In the lead’dthne* their revoiulioo- 
ary vocation, mere tolowing is automabcsly a sin. For al thoM 
who genuinely believe in to sal emancipation of to dass. fol¬ 
lowing to lead of working people need nd be a crime. The petty 
bourgeois mteRectuaJ Marx tor example, was taring' the dass 
when he joined to International, and when he recognised, after 
to facLto Parts Commcxie as to "neaty discovered form’d 
the ciaM rule of to proletariat This rejection of to tradteonai 
programmatic' function of to left is bound to seem very 'unleR- 
teh’ But doesn't that reflect exactly what RA hM been in to 
process of discovering tor to pest few years. La. that R is totaly 
dtorent from virtuatiy every other group on to left? 


This Is frustrated by to way that when new workers' portNe 
were formed in the 1170s, they drew extensively from to 10 
point programme of the Manifesto and the Rules of the 
International. Whan Mara had cauae to make criticisms of 
the programme adopted at the Gotha Congress of the 
German Workers Party, he dkf not attack to ktea of a pro- 
mmwm nor dW ha crtttclae 8 for being toufftetentiy practi¬ 
cal and immedi ate. He attacked It for la ck of theoretical 

to^bour^ois ideas. He repeatedly crtticteM It where It Is 
Inaccurate In Its repetition of points from the rutee of the 
International or the Manifesto. For instance, on point 5 of 
the Gotha programme which reads: The working dees 
strives for Me emancipation first ot at within the framework 
M R» present day nsrionaletsm, eonedousthst the neeea- 
eary reeuh of Re efforts which ore common to the workers 
ofaRcMReed countries wHt be the International brother¬ 
hood of peoples." 

Mara orttioteM the national chauvinism of this formulation, 

wid twloe eftee the p rogrwnms of the Manifesto end ones 

the work of the International. Repeated^ In his crtttcieme of 
the Gotha programme, he counterposes the Manifesto. 
WhNst N to toe that m Gordon states neither Marx nor to 
International di cta ted to the date on programma ti c matters, 
R would be untrue to suggest that Marx himself did not 
engaga In polemical exohangM in order to try and persuade 
sections of the International working class to adopt the 
points of to Manifesto and the Rutee of the International. 
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EFORM or 

EVOLUTION 

EVISITED 


For generations Trotskyists have proclaimed the concept of 
the'General Strike' as the height of radicalism and the 
basis for revolutionary change. Marx and Engels on the 
other hand saw the mass strike as either a consequence of 
revolution or - an alternative to it. 


On* o( the most glaring fea¬ 
tures of left in Brttn today 
la Ns eolation from the dess N 
la supposed to repr es ent Both 
In terms of numbers and class 
composition, the socialist 
movement has failed to 
become relevant to large sec¬ 
tions of its supposed con¬ 
stituency Pul btenly. there are 
large sections of the working 
class Viet would never dream 
w jowmig In© revolutionary 
left. Amongst these sections 
are many whose alienation 
from the capilalet system and 
Mte is vMutfy complete. Pad 
Action does not believe that 
the totelon is due to a ‘down¬ 
turn’ or ‘lack of confidence’ 
in the dess. The isolation is 
imposed by the ideology and 
wjfii f f iinn of toe left itself. 
The talur* of the left to attract 


knee jerk response of the con¬ 
servative left. Some groups 
must be wal into their second 
decade with this particular 
reflex. Such rituals have no 
more relevance to the class 
abuggte than rain danoas have 
to thunderstorms 
The reformist tradition stems 


d e es stems from what Marx 


tfve left is not representative of 
working dess interests or cui- 


appears to reject them, old 
dess derived prejudices and 
attitudes still operate unchal¬ 
lenged within ‘eodaNsT orgwv 
isattons - resulting in the dilu¬ 
tion of revolutionary postures 
by rotormiat tadica and orienta¬ 
tion. Its a fatal combination. 
Reformist tactics can never 
fliuaCi uvo allegiance 01 worn- 
ing class elements to revolu¬ 
tionary objectives. 

One Phrase - 
General Strike Now! 

We have seen the tactics of the 
reformists in full cry in recent 
months. Excited as they had 
not been for decades bv the 

• wen fwe uewwVi wy are 

■ in I ■ tti 1 Uf #Ka hum 

puDic lyrnpcvry ioc in© mv 
era, toe retormtet left had only 
one phrase on its lips, on its 
placards, and in its papers: 
"General Strike" Just to 
heighten the impression that 
they are not of thia earto, they 
It’s the basic 


ditions of revolutionary con¬ 
sciousness would be automati- 
cafty, that is to say. ‘legally , 
generated by toe objective eoo- 
normc concvuons 01 me wonung 
class within advanced capital 
tern. The permanent economic 
struggle between worker and 
capitalist in the workplace 
would con s titute an inexorable 
spiral of political conscious¬ 
ness, activity and organisation 
which would culminate in the 
painless expropriation of the 
capitalists Guided by the ideo- 
•ogicai interventions ana pom- 
cel authority of a vanguard' 
party organisation, this expro- 
prletion would take the form of 
state socMtem. A form of state 
socialism, moreover, which 
preserved the essential political 
reteions of bourgeois society. 
This tendency was developed 
into a dassic amalgam of eoo- 
nonwc oewTDifW) ana poiocai 
reformism by the socialists of 
the Second International For 
toe revis i onist s , bourgeois par¬ 
liamentary democracy slipped 
seamteaafy into a workers' par¬ 
liamentary democracy through 
the instrument of universal suf¬ 
frage and the election of radtoai 
represent at ives In the classic 
formulation of German revi¬ 
sionist Eduard B er ns tein: 

"The administrative body ot toe 
vtsibie future con be different 
from the pre ee nt day state only 
in degree' 

The main practical tendency 
deriving from this legacy has 
ooon ?of me parries or me pen 
to identify revolutionary poten¬ 
tial with workplace centred 
action focused on the eoonom- 
ic objectives of toe class. This 



of exploitation falls, 
and on whose col¬ 
lective and 


• •A 111 


as in the recent 
Timex' dispute so highly tout¬ 
ed by the left, aN the workers 
are fighting for is the right to 
work in shitty low paid jobs. 
The undertying assumption is 
that workers' victories in the 
economic struggle, the struggle 
for a standard of living, are 
identical with the revolutionary 
objectives of the class. The 
role of the workplace, as the 
site of these eoonomic forces is 
then transformed from a vital 
pfB'POmicaJ ©f©m©ni wnnin in© 

cteaa abuggte. Mo • self-suffi¬ 
cient revolutionary strategy. 
This is supposed to be what 
Marx stood for 

Fight them In the 
workplace! 

Examples are legion. Faced 
with fascists on the streets, 
exponents of this orientation 
wi insisi mat me correcr sifai©- 
gy - the only strategy - is to 
light them In the workpiece'. 
Faced with the task of con¬ 
structing an anti-fascist com- 
mates, they wi insist that the 
‘key people' to contact are 
trades union bureaucrats In 
their newspaper, they wi con¬ 
clude that, 

"It it the organised working 
cteas in the trade union move¬ 
ment that hat the force and 
potential to dear the fascists off 
our streets '(Vmarif 1 May) 

To point out that the trade 
unions have done absolutely 
bugger all to confront fascism, 
is for them, a remark in bad 
taste. Faced with forming an 
anti-fascist committee, they w« 
circulate invitations to union 
branches without seeming dis¬ 
turbed or surprised when no- 
one turns up. 

The result is that forms of 
struggle that do not focus pn- 
marffy on the workplace, such 
as direct action on toe streets 
against the fascists, or commu¬ 
nity action against the agents 
of the Pol Tax, let atone in the 
form of armed struggle in the 
north of Ireland, are 
marginalised instead 
of being placed 
where they should 
be • at the top of the 
revolutionary move¬ 
ments agenda. 
Marxists rightly ori¬ 
entate themselves 
primarily towards the 
proletariat (the 

ist 

i). 

perhaps be 
described as the 

IjUMA 1 a! iSuk n in dim n 

con oi me worKing 
class in that it is 
upon this 


V? Engels reinforces this point in a 
*•* letter criticising the programme 


^'votive ana 

In the mid eighties the WRP held a conference around the slogan, socialised identity 
Orgim* a General Strike lor Job* , only prolonged and coHeckve «* *»*» w*W c*. 
solvent abuse could be responsible lor a slogan ol such political t0 eialist society 


of the Lassailean Social 
Democrats in Germany: he 
retars to the 'organisation of 
toe working cteas as a data try 
means ottos trade unions.'He 


—A 


roues n a me social cnaracier 
of the mode of production that 
impels and toya the foundtflon 
of the social character of 
appropriation and distribution 
envisaged under socialism 
Yet It is significant that Marx 
nimsen lays no groat empnasis 
on the potential of workplace 
action and the eoonomic focus 
N inspires as a specific revolu¬ 
tionary tactic. The arena which 
forms the economic and politi¬ 
cal conditions ot socialism it 
therefore no! considered to be 
identical with the arena in 
which the revolutionary forces 
operate to enforce the over¬ 
throw of c a pitali s m. 

In tot sections of volume 1 of 
Daa Capital tor example, deal¬ 
ing with contemporary labour 
struggles, strikes are always 
menooneo >i me conwxi of >m- 


weges Ha deify strvggies with 
cepital, m which ft trains rtaei1, 
and which nowadays...can sim¬ 
ply no longer be smashed' 
Onoe again, N is noticeable that 
Engels stresses, not the direct 
benefits to the workers ot such 
activity or Ns direct role in the 
overthrow of capital: but its 
essential rof© m training me 
ctesa in toe struggle tor revolu¬ 
tionary objectives. 

Marx provides a general 
description of how he con¬ 
ceives defensive, or 'trade 


pay cute, extension of hours 
ate. Marx's moat common 
frame of reference for work¬ 
piece action is as' 


of the capitalist boas as when 
he concludes that, 'Trades 
Unions work wet as osntns of 
resistancs against the 
encroachments ot capital.' 
They are the 'indispensable 
means of holding up the spirit 
ot the labouring classes', a 
form of "guerilla war betwee n 
capital and labour Yet thia 
"guerriNe war". Marx says, is 
in practice often a "limit" on 
revolutionary action since N is 
pursued Tnatead” of aiming at 
"the final emancipation of 

uw worming cws. 

For example, in his work on 
economics directly a ddres s ed 
to members of the working 
class. ‘Wages, Price and 
Proftte'. Marx masts. 

“toe working class ought not lo 
exaggerate to themselves the 
ultimate effect of these every¬ 
day smuggles , they ought not 
to forget that they are fighting 
with effects but not with the 
causes of those effects... They 
ought therefore, not to be 
exclusively absorbed in these 
unavoidable guerrilla fights 
incessantly springing up from 
the never ceasing encroach- 
menu or capsar 
Elsewhere, he sums up by sary- 
mg mti me epperent msfgnm - 
canca ot the economical 
results' of workplace disputes 
is, however, overiddan by Their 
moral and political conse¬ 
quence "Thte to, they muet be 
regarded as preparing the 
working dess tor direct, con¬ 
scious revolutionary action and 


cai offensives: 

*every movement in which the 
working dess as a dess con¬ 
fronts the ruling classes and 
tries to conetrain them by pres¬ 
sure from without is a political 
movement. For instance, the 
attempt by strikes ale., in a par¬ 
ticular factory or even in a par- 
Ocular trade to compel ^divid¬ 
ual capitalists to reduce the 
working day, is a purely eco¬ 
nomic movement On the other 
hand, the movement to force 
through an eight hour ate law 
is a political movement. And in 
this way, out of trie separate 
economic movements of the 
workers there grows up every¬ 
where a political movement. 
that is to say a class move¬ 
ment, with the object of enforc¬ 
ing its interests in a general 
form, in a form possessing 
general, coercive force.' 

The content of the movement 
may be nominally identical in 
both cases (the eight hour 
day); yet the form of the move¬ 
ment, through adopting a con¬ 


forms the struggle from a con¬ 
test within capitalism into a 

nnniMl IvaAaiaa«n fninSa Isa m r, n rl 

corn©si oeiween capitalism and 


This transformation of the bass 
of toe struggle, from particular 
to general, from factory or 
mdustry to class, is one of toe 
keys to the elevation of social 
antagonisms from reform to 
revolution. The strike is a 
weapon directed at individual 
members of the bourgeoisie 
and so avoids toe revolutionary 
dash with toe bourgeoisie a* a 
class. If this is not understood, 
ft is dherwise surprising to find 

teial - »-» -i__ 
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of stnke actions in the context 
of the wider class struggle, 
except where the individual 
economic movements coa¬ 
lesce into a general I*. poktical 
form, which effectively tran- 


Thia it fie reel date organisa¬ 
tion ot the proletariat in wNch It 


Engels supports and sharpens 
Marx's opinion. Writing to 
Eduard Bernstein, in the (toys 
before Bernstein took to the 
tuvwiOTteSi roao, n© oonwrionis 
'For a number of years the 
English working dess move¬ 
ment haa bean hopelessly 
describing a narrow drda ot 
strikes for higher wages and 
shorter hours, not however as 


an expedient or means of pro- 
pagands and organisation, but 
as the ultimate goal. The 
Trades Unions even bar all 
pom ksi scuOfi on pmopm mxj 
in their charters, thus excluding 
all participation m any general 
activity of the working dess as 
a dess ' 

Strikes are hopeless 

He is severely critical of strike 
action that is not consciously 
waged against capital, or as 
part of a ganarai movement of 
me ctass wnnm me context of 
Its mtnnsically defined objec¬ 
tives. such as wages or the 
lengto of the working day. N is 


In tact, Engels moves a step 
further in hia criticism: such 
contained actions art. ha 
imptlea, more or teas irrelevant 
to the wider cteas struggle 
‘One can therefore speak of a 
labour movement only in ao tar 
as strikes take piece hare, 
which, whether they are won or 
not. do not get the movement 
one step further. To inflate 
such strikes • which moreover 
have often enough been 
brought about intentionally by 
the capitaksts. strikes in which 
the working dess does not 
make the slightest heedway - 
into struggles of world impor¬ 
tance can in my opinion, only 
doharm' 

The impression is that for boto 
Marx and Engels, where the 
content of the economic strug¬ 
gle is not definitely transcend¬ 
ed through adopting the gener¬ 
al form of a class struggle 
against capital, such 'defen¬ 
sive' actions are no more pro¬ 
ductive than work performed 
on a treadmill in Engel's 
expression, 


that limited stnke actions, for 
higher wages or shorter hours 
as indicated by Engels, actually 
contribute to the domination of 
capital since such aims are 


By asaummg the domination of 


rt entails, revolutionary objec¬ 
tives that seek to achieve the 
overthrow of capftai are exclud¬ 
ed 

This line of argument it pur¬ 
sued further by Engels in 
another letter to Bernstein a 
faw years later. Here, he. is 
ooncemsd vrito tos damand for 
the “right to work". Ha witey- 
ses its history in Franc* and 
England and concludes that 
although N appears "ao practi¬ 
ce l ao non-ulopian', N only ted 
lo me rormanon or non senses/ 
national workahopa' wtxch era 
no more than ‘starvation and 
flogging ookmlaa lor toe work¬ 
ers” Engels expWns: 

'Put forward aa a separata 
demand, toe rigN lo work oan- 
not be realised in any other 
way. One demands that 
CONTINUED OVER PAGE 






REVIEWS! 


V a house In describes as Spanish) where, any comment to make on “Apart from a 

\ Bovingdon ha claims, tha ships are legal- Mar Stance Actk)n the re 

\ claiming they ly overfishing the Bnts out ot ‘Given the Tories announce- ^ e 

m had been existence; no doubt another ment ot their pa closures pro- ^ - 

1 chased by 20 case at Woody lorsignsfs, ah?! gramme, do you now tsal you 
) I people, Now, Red Action members time hounding Mr Scargill 
I although none who have visaed such vMages might have bean better spent 
M of this group could have warned Wodger pursuing Heseltine or such- . .. 

# were actually tot people mho are inclined to like?* Fidgets nervously and L f\, ur ! <u _ y , 
M seen.* push manned Spanish Civil condnuss to stare in stanos. witchh unt oga i 

M Strange and Guard landrovers Into the her- "Given sub-judce laws, do you *»*»'■«»** 

V uncanny! Perhaps bour and where ETA randomly Mnk to trtai by TV of to two bttn 9 

al this paranoia Is to form customs poets into rubble quarry explosives' accused this group has 
resuS of years of solvent are not Ikaly to taka too Unity was to nghtthmg to do? Was The Trotskyist 


EVEN 

PARANOID 
PEOPLE HAVE 
ENEMIES! 


claim from the 'man who your camera are you? You big 

ncn A^TlAkl knows no fear* that he had fucking lump of (We're 

MtU AU I IUm Nmaefl sustained Injuries (see afraid the rest of the interview 

AAKICDAklT furtheron). is unprintable m a family paper 

UUlVrnUlV I Wodgefs apparent tack of tsar such as Red Action) 

DAACD presumably comes from the Nervously, Wodger just sat 

nUvJtri fad tot ha la rarely in to firing there r ee embing. wei, a tub of 

r*r\r\is\ line himself. His relationship lard I suppose; not quite the 

V/UUM with his crew is fast reeembkng “robust* figure that appears on 

state of terror into fascist ROGER COOK • ETA • RED that of Damian and Garry from our screens and curiously bar- 
groups ACTION • AN ASSAULT • the TV comedy, 'Drop The ing none of the *scars of battle* 

In Todmorden, a spokesman SPECIAL BRANCH!?! Dead Donkey', where the which he had claimed eartar 

for the BNP claimed that an Well, these are a few words bungling reporter manages to Our two reporters were deter- 
attack on BNP members at which wouU surely provide any land ire hapless camersm^i In mined to oorttnue the interview 
their redirection point by 20 serious conspiracy theorist hospital in just about every inside the airport but. alas, 
man wearing masks and cany- worth their salt with a mouth- epieods. Wodger was off Sts a shot and 

ing weapons was, "What we watering prospect. So what This would probably explain before toy could catch him up 
have coma to expect.” The can al this mean? edty, when Red Action mam- or even gUn sight of him again, 

local paper stated that to trou- Anybody who has bean watch- bars Aral laid ayes on Wodger they were (coincidentally) 
biemakers had ‘dUappeared* ing to latest series by Rogsr at P Wbeo airport, ha was on his by to SptKlaf Branch 

before polloe arrived. Cook, to man who is to invse- lonesome The flight gave to who were touchingly' extreme- 

Maanwhile In Hamel tigative journalism what two RA member s an sxcetant ly concerned about their 
Hempstead a group of NF Graham Taylor is to football chance to practice their own whereabouts ovsr to last oou- 
members out for an evening's managmant w« have at least a skita as investigative journal- pleofdays 
leafletmg phoned local poloe in due. lets:‘Wodger, after your invas- Damn, totad again! 

a state of panic. A police The particular episode we are ligation of to Conway MM In 


WE ARE 
RED ACTION 


REFORM OR bound by to existing materia! tonify to tear down to whole of 1073, Engels viewed to anar- 
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framework of Us conditions ot permanently In to process of impose an ultimatum from anarchistsj to confront tha 
existence and Kona demands being transcended by gener- vrtsch a decisive struggle might armed power of tha govern- 
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fuss end mudtte up to work- dismissive y strike was strike, on the pretext of 
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rearrangement w itNn c apital- 1073, directed against tha aril strika to ba organised to working class'', or in other 
ta n tfiicti acta jMWMa me- anarchist Bakunin, Engels tha point where co-ordinated words, ol evoking a decisive 
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